
■ 

i * w 
J. 

es in Hop 
ider way 

. -a - i 
tov ■ 

_ a 
* ■ 


o n 


t \ 




NS if 1 



UAE deposits $150 million 
in Central Bank 

AMMAN (J.T. ) The United Arab Emirates has made a 

r„™P" lo "S-terrn deposit in the Central Bank of Jor- 
2® K ^S dom ’ s currency reserves, 

^™Mraster Fayez Tarawneh saidTuesday. ‘1 have been 
informed by the CBJ governor that the UAE Central Bank 
on Tuesday, March 2, deposited a sura of $150 million as a 
long-term deposit in the CBJ to further boost the foreign 
currency reserv es of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,” 
l arawneh said in a statement carried by the Jordan News 
c „ etI ?' tarawneh expressed Jordan's appreciation 
of UAE President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan 
™ government and people of the UAE for this move, 

whjdi ■reflects the deep and strong brotherly ties between 
His Majesty King Abdullah and Sheikh Zayed as well as 
relations between the two countries." 
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Israeli embassy 
guard dies 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
lAPl — The Israeli security 
, guard shot last week by another 
• security guard m Israel’s 
embassy in Jordan died Tuesday 
of his wounds, a hospital official 
said Gefen Josef Shurek. 24, 
was in critical condition when 
he arrived ar Jerusalem’s Hadas- 
sah Hospital and never recov- 
ered, spokeswoman Yaei 
Bossem-Levy said “He had a 
chest wound and tod lost a great 
deal of blood and this rancor! 
brain damage" she told The 
Associated Press. The guard 
who fired the shot has been 
recalled to Israel and the shoot- 
ing is being investigated by the 
police. Shiron said 

Hijacker surrenders 
at Paris airport 

0 PARIS (R/ — An Italian-speak- 
ing man who hijacked an Air 
France A-320 Airbus with 75 
passengers aboard on a domes- 
tic flight on Tuesday surren- 
dered to police in the early 
evening, authorities said They 
said no one was hurt No further 
details were immediately avail- 
able about the surrender. The 
LCI All-News television chan- 
nel said the hijacker telephoned 
a French news agency and said 
his name was Stefano Savorini 
and he was a member of a group 
called “Mtalo Missmo." The 
man. who threatened to detonate 
a bomb on the plane, first 
released all but six volunteers 
from among the passengers and 
^ the six crew 1 members. 

Germany to appeal 
U.S. execution 

BONN ( AFP) — Germany is to 
appeal to the International Court 
of Justice in The Hague over foe 
planned execution in the UjS. of 
German national Walter 
Lagrand 37. scheduled fcr 
Wednesday, a government 
source said Tuesday. Justice 
Minister Hexta DaeuWer- 
Gmelin suggested to Foreign 
Minister Joschka Fischer in an 
open letter Tuesday that he 
should bring foe U5. stance on 
the execution before the 
international court. Lagrand's 
^ brother Karl, 35. was executed 
in Florence, Arizona, last 
Wednesday. The brothers were 
condemned to death in 1984 
alter being convicted of stab- 
bing to death a 63-year-old bank 
manaser in a botched robberv in 
1981- 

Religious group 
occupies building 

MOSCOW (Rj — A group of 
Evangelical Christians was 
holed up in an administrative 
building in a remote Siberian 
town on Tuesday, singing and 
praying but offering little clue as 
A to their precise demands, offi- 
w dais said. Sergei Litvinenkov, 
head of foe local administration 
in the Aldanskaya region of the 
vast Yakutia province of eastern 
Russia, told Moscow's Ekho 
Moskvy Radio that members of 
a religious group had occupied 
foe building, demanding com- 
pensation for lumber they had 
provided to local residents. But 
they refused to say precisely 
what they wanted in return. 
They rejected offers of money, 
broke off negotiations and 

began singing and praying. 

Urvinenkov said. 

White House press 
fcorps stuck in Utah 

SALT LAKE CITY (R i — The 
White House press cops, aban- 
doned in Utah when President 
Bill Clinton cut short his vaca- 
tion. was stranded again on 
Tuesday when their bus crashed 
into the plane foal was to ferry 
diem home. The bus carrying 
some of foe 30 reporters, televi- 
sion crews and White House 
Malf left behind when Clinton 
flew home a day early on Mon- 
day. ripped into foe wing of foe 
Miami dr plane sitting on ^ 
^Tarmac at Salt Lake City 

wintemaiional Airport. 


Khatib to reopen embassy today 

Jordanian, Kuwaiti FMs welcome 
return to normal bilateral ties 


His Majesty King Abdullah bolds talks with the chairman of (be joint chiefs of staff of the 
French army, Jean-Rare Keiche (Petra photo) 

King meets with French 
general, Japanese 


By Carohne Farad 

KUWAIT CITY — Relations 
between Jordan and Kuwait 
are ‘“back to normal,” 
Kuwait's foreign minister 
stated Tuesday after holding 
talks with Foreign Minis ter 
Abdul Hah Khatib. 

“We are looking for a better 
future, hoping that relations 
will become as warm as they 
were before,” Sheikh Sabah 
A1 Ahmad AI Sabah told 
journalists accompanying 
Khatib. who arrived in 
Kuwait to reopen the Jordan- 
ian embassy hoe after eight 
years of strained relations 
over the 1990-91 Gulf crisis. 

The Kuwaiti foreign minis - 
ter, who is also deputy prime 
minister, also announced that 
he accepted Khatib’s invita- 
tion to visir Jordan and said 
he will visit Jordan “in foe 


TYRE fR) — Israel on Tues- 
day freed a Lebanese and a 
Palestinian imprisoned inside 
the Jewish state since the 
early 1990s, security sources 
said. 

They said foe detainees, 
Palestinian Mahmoud AI Ali 
and Lebanese Qassera Fans, 
were escorted out of Israel by 
foe International Committee 
of the Red Cross which then 
took them to the southern 
Lebanese city of Tyre. 

AI Ali was arrested in 1990 


very near future, where I will 
be honoured to meet His 
Majesty King Abdullah and 
senior officials.” 

After talks with Kuwaiti 
leaders here, Khatib told the 
Jordan Times that his “visit is 
a political declaration that ties 
between Jordan and Kuwait 
have now been restored to 
their normal status." 

Khatib, who arrived in 
Kuwait yesterday, also met 
with Emir Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmad AI Sabah and deliv- 
ered a message from King 
Abdullah. 

Last month, the emir grant- 
ed pardons to 306 prisoners, 
including the last eight Jorda- 
nians held for collaboration 
with Iraqi forces during foe 
Gulf crisis. Their release, 
seen as a further sign of 
goodwill, followed that of 13 
other Jordanians in April 


while Fans was detained 
three years later. They were 
charged with belonging to 
guemlla groups fighting to 
oust Israeli troops from 
southern Lebanon. 

Israel, which had con- 
trolled parts of the south 
since 1978, carved out a 15 
kilometres deep zone in the 
area in 1985, saying it needed 
to protea its borders from 
potential guemlla attacks. 

Scores of Lebanese are 
imprisoned inside the occu- 


1998. 

Khatib also met with 
Kuwaiti Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sa’d 
AI Abdullah AI Sabah, who 
was in Amman three weeks 
ago to attend the funeral of 
King Hussein. 

Stressing that foe leader- 
ship of both countries seek to 
improve relations, Khatib 
said: “There is a genuine 
political will in foe two coun- 
tries to push forward the 
brotherly relations for foe 
benefits of foe peoples. 
Therefore, the door will be 
opened and nothing will 
block our way.” 

Following foe meeting with 
his Kuwaiti counteipart, 
Khatib told reporters that 
their in-depth discussions 
centred on accelerating bilat- 
eral relations and reviewing 
recent regional develop- 


pation zone. Many more 
serve jails term in Israeli pris- 
ons, which has sparked criti- 
cism from human rights 
watchdog Amnesty 

International. 

In January, Israel 's supreme 
court weighed whether the 
Jewish stale could hold for- 
eign nationals without trial as 
“bargaining chips” in negoti- 
ations oyer Israeli soldiers 
that went missing during mil- 
itary operations in Lebanon. 

The court had been dis- 


orients. 

“Talks covered a wide 
range of issues related to the 
resumption of our political 
relations, paving foe way for 
good ties in all fields, particu- 
larly economic, trade, invest- 
ments, etc.,” Khatib said 

Sheikh Sabah promised 
that foe Jordanian-Kuwaiti 
Joint committee, which has 
not met since 1 986-87, would 
“convene very soon.” Khat- 
ib's visit to the emirate is 
expected to be followed by 
several bilateral meetings and 
contacts on all levels. 

Today, Khatib will raise the 
Jordanian flag at AI Safe 
Hotel, which will temporarily 
bouse foe Kingdom's 
embassy. Jordan has appoint- 
ed Mo hammad M anfi as 
chargd d’affaires, and Khatib 
said a new ambassador 
would be named soon. 


cussing an appeal of a 2-1 
ruling a year earlier that said 
it was possible to hold for- 
eigners prisoner as “bargain- 
ing chips.” 

A spokesman for Israel's 
court administration, Moshe 
Gondii, said on Tuesday foe 
Jan. 27 deliberation 
adjourned without a decision. 
He said there would be 
another meeting of the nine- 
court panel and then a deci- 
sion, but no date had been 
seL 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Tuesday met with foe chair- 
man of the joint chiefs of staff 
of foe French army, Jean-Pierre 
Keiche, who condoled the 
King over the passing away of 
King Hussein. 

During die meeting. King 
Abdullah and foe French gen- 
eral reviewed bilateral rela- 
tions, especially in the field of 
joint miliiary training. 

King Abdullah praised the 
two countries' ties and stressed 
foe importance _of. strengthen- 
ing them. 

The King send his greetings 
to Bench President Jacques 
Chirac and expressed appreciar- 


tion for his participation in 
King Hussein's ftmeral. 

Alki Tuesday, King Abdul- 
lah met with Japanese Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs 
Nobutaka Machimura for talks 
on bilateral issues. 

Discussions included foe 
peace process and Japan’s role 
in strengthening foe region's 
stability, promoting develop- 
ment and improving the eco- 
nomic situation. 

During foe meeting, King 
Abdullah expressed apprecia- 
tion for Japan’s economic 
assistance to support develop- 
mental projects in foe King- 
dom. 

Banning Minister Nabil 


Amman and foe Japanese 
Ambassador Koichi Matsumo- 
to to Jordan attended the talks. 

King Abdullah also inspect- 
ed die State Security Council, 
where he was briefed by HRH 
Prince Talal Ben Mohammad 
on tasks conducted by the 
council 

Meanwhile, U.S. Undersec- 
retary of Stare for Economic 
and Business Affairs Stuart 
Eizenstat arrived yesterday for 
a two-day visit to the King- 
dom. Eizenstat will meet with 
King Abdullah, Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh and senior 
Jordanian officials, a presd 
release from the U«S. embassy 
in Amman said. 


Israel frees Lebanese, Palestinian prisoners 



Israeli candidates 


Nearly 800 Palestinians stripped of Jerusalem residency last year 


square off over 
Lebanon withdrawal 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s war 
of attrition in south Lebanon 
took centre stage in election 
campaigning on Tuesday as 
foe country prepared to bwy its 
highest-ranking officer killed 
in Lebanon since 1982. 

Opposition Labour Party 
leader Ehud Barak attacked 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu for failing to get 
Israel’s troops out of south 
Lebanon and pledged he 
would bring them home by 
June 2000 if be wins a general 
election on May 17. 

“Netanyahu is leading a gov- 
ernment foal has beat bogged 
down in every field. You need 
balls to move this issue, to start 
going forward and stop this 
incessant jabbering," Barak 
said. 

Netanyahu said ex-army 
chief Barak had helped trap 
Israel's faces in Lebanon and 
promised that he, too, could 
have the troops out within a 
year. But he said setting a spe- 
cific dare would play into the 
hands of pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
guerrillas. 

The debate was sparked by 
foe killings of seven Israelis, 
including Brigadier General 
Erez Gerstein. by Hizbollah 
forces fighting to oust Israel 
from its south Lebanon occu- 
pation zone in two separate 
incidents in the space of a 

week. 

Israel responded with air 
strikes on Hizbollah targets 
deep in Lebanon but threats of 
a wider Israeli offensive fizzled 
out after Hizbollah held off 
from firing into northern Israel 
Gerstein, the most senior 
officer to be killed in Lebanon 
since the early days of Israel's 
invasion in 1%2, was due to be 
buried with full military hon- 
ours later cm Tuesday. 

“Within a year of fotming a 
government that I will bead, I 
wQI bring foe boys home from 
Lebanon in foe framework of 


an arrangement that will guar- 
antee foe security of the north- 
ern towns,” Barak told Israel 
radio. 

He said he would reach a 
deal by restarting moribund 
peace talks with Syria, the 
main power broker in 
Lebanon, and by marshalling 
wodd backing for the possible 
deployment of an international 
force along foe Israel-Lebanon 
border 

Barak said a Lebanon pull- 
back could be implemented 
even before Israel had com- 
pleted peace talks whh Damas- 
cus on the fete of the Golan 
Heights, a strategic plateau 
Israel occupied in 1967. 

Netanyahu, whose Lebanon 
initiatives have foundered in 
nearly three years in power, 
said a year would be enough 
for him to leave Lebanon 
either through a deal with Syria 
or by unilaterall y pulling out 
— an idea he has so for resist- 
ed. 

“I estimate that we will find a 
way, by one of these two possi- 
bilities, to get foe array out in 
the coming year. I wfl] of 
course not commit to an iron 
dare,” Netanyahu told army 
radio. 

He said he would not pay an 
“exaggerated price” for a deal 
with Syria, charging Labour 
would give away too much on 
the Golan. 

Netanyahu said Ids govern- 
ment had been discussing 
ideas for a unilateral pullback 
for months but said any such 
step would have to be carried 
out without “exposing the 
northern border to too great a 
danger of renewed Hizbollah 
attacks.” He did not elaborate. 

Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon, a hawk who as 
defence minister engineered 
Israel's 1982 Lebanon inva- 
sion, has advocated a phased 
unilateral pullback from south 
Lebanon. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel stripped 
nearly 800 Palestinians of 
their right to live in 
Jerusalem last year in what 
critics call a “silent trans- 
fer” of Arabs from the occu- 
pied city, officials said 
Tuesday. 

An interior ministry 
spokeswoman said foe 
Jerusalem residency per- 
mits of 78S Palestinians had 
been cancelled last' year on 
foe grounds that they had 
“made the centre of their 
lives outside the country.” 

Of foe total, 618 of foe 
residents had been living 
abroad and 170 in foe West 
Bank or Gaza Strip, foe 


spokeswoman, Tova 
Ellinson. told AFP. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
human rights groups have 
long condemned foe prac- 
tice of revoking Palestini- 
ans' permits to live in east 
Jerusalem, which Israel 
occupied in 1967 and ille- 
gally annexed as part of its 
own capital. 

Many of those who lose 
their residency rights are 
native-born Jerusalemites 
whose families had lived in 
foe city for generations. In 
most cases, they were 
forced by housing shortages 
to move to neighbouring 
towns in the West Bank or 
travelled abroad for work or 


study. 

The loss of Jerusalem res- 
idency deprives famili es 
both of foe right to enter 
Israel and access to school- 
ing or social and medical 
benefits in foe country. In 
tandem with the residency 
cancellations, Israeli 
authorities also pursue an 
aggressive policy of demol- 
ishing new homes or hous- 
ing additions built in east 
Jerusalem without authori- 
sation. 

The interior ministry 
issued 201 such demolition 
orders in 1998, although 
only nine were actually car- 
ried out, the Haaretz news- 
paper reported Tuesday, cit- 


ing internal ministry docu- 
ments. The Israeli-con- 
trolled municipality also 
issued 38 demolition orders 
last year for east Jerusalem 
homes. 

Palestinians complain that 
Israeli authorities issue only 
a trickle of construction per- 
mits for Arabs in east 
Jerusalem, forcing residents 
with growing families to 
build illegally. 

In a 1998 report, the 
Israeli human rights groups 
Betselem and Hamoked 
accused authorities of wag- 
ing a campaign of “silent 
transfer” of Arabs from east 
Jerusalem to undermine 
Palestinian demands to 


make foe sector foe capital 
of a future independent 
state. 

Since Israel annexed east 
Jerusalem in 1967, it has 
settled more than 160,000 
Jews in the area. A census 
by the Palestinian National 
Authority a year ago put foe 
Palestinian population of 
foe city at around 200,000. 
while Israel says about 
160,000 Arabs live there. 

The international commu- 
nity has never recognised 
the Israeli claim to east 
Jerusalem and the future 
status of the city is to be 
negotiated between Israel 
and the Palestinians under 
foe Oslo peace accords. 


U.S.-led air strikes cost Iraq millions in lost oil revenues 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Sanctions- 
hit Iraq faced mounting losses in oil 
revenues on Tuesday after an esca- 
lation of U.S.-led air strikes left its 
export pipeline out of action for a 
third day. 

After foe heaviest pounding since 
foe Desert Fox air war in Decem- 
ber, an official Baghdad daily 
warned that foe escalation could 
spark an “explosion” in the Middle 
East, 

The export pipeline from northern 
Iraq to Turkey has been shut down 
since Sunday afternoon, costing 
Baghdad some $10 million a day, 
based on a price of $8 a barrel. 

Under a U-N.-authorised deal, 
Iraq pumps around 1.2 million bar- 
rels a day through the pipeline, or 
57 per cent of its total exports. The 
rest is exported from Iraq’s port of 
Mina AI Bakr on foe Gulf. 

The revenues are used to import 
humanitarian supplies for Iraq’s 22 
million population, living under 
sanctions since the 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

An Iraqi official said technicians 
were “trying to work out how to 
restart pumping without having to 
wait for repairs of foe destroyed 
installations," which could take 
several weeks. 

The raids on Monday in which 
the Ain Zala communications cen- 
tre northeast of Mosul was hit 
“complicated the situation,” he told 



An Iraqi nurse gives an injection 
Tuesday to two-year-old Hibba 
Ali at Saddam Hussein Hospital 
in Baghdad. Iraq has taken deliv- 
ery of $620 million worth of med- 
icines since the oil-for-food pro- 
gramme was launched in 199*6 
(AFP photo) 

AFP. asking not to be named. 

Pumping stopped after a control 
station north of Mosul was dam- 
aged Sunday. Oil officials said 


repairs would take “a few days." 

At the communications centre, 
Hussein Fattal from the Northern 
Oil Company said Monday's bomb- 
ing caused $2.5 million of damage 
which would take “several months” 
to repair. 

The communications centre hit on 
Monday is one of a series which 
relays information along the 
pipeline linking foe northern Iraqi 
oil fields of Kirkuk to foe Turkish 
port of Ceyhan on foe Mediter- 
ranean. 

On Tuesday afternoon, metal 
debris was still scattered up to 100 
metres away from what remained 
of the building. A nearby aerial was 
intact and standing, but its connect- 
ing wires had been blasted away. 

He said the one person killed and 
nine others injured in Monday’s air 
raid were all employees of the cen- 
tre. 

At the United Nations, the coordi- 
nator of the programme overseeing 
distribution of humanitarian sup- 
plies in the Kurdish-held north said 
Monday that foe raids were imped- 
ing implementation of its work. 

“We are right now continuing to 
do our work fairly much as ft is 
expected from us, but if the fre- 
quency and the civilian damages 
continue and increase, then we have 
to rethink,” said Baghdad-based 
coordinator Hans Von Sponeck. 

On the political front, AI 


Jumhouriya newspaper warned that 
the U.S. military escalation would 
have ““serious consequences. It 
threatens to spark a widespread 
explosion in foe region." 

In Washington, the Pentagon 
announced that U.S. F-15 fighters 
dropped r tonnes of laser-guided 
bombs in strikes on Iraqi communi- 
cations, radio relay and anti-aircraft 
artillery sites. 

The strikes were the heaviest 
since foe Desert Fox assault 
launched by Washington and Lon- 
don in mid-December, the U.S. mil- 
itary said. They were in response to 
“several incidents of Iraqi radar tar- 
geting coalition aircraft." 

U.S. Defence Secretary William 
Cohen acknowledged that the raids 
could have been to blame for the 
halt of oil exports but insisted that 
an Iraqi communications facility 
was targeted on Sunday, 

U.S. pilots have now been given 
“greater flexibility to attack those 
systems which put them in jeop- 
ardy,” he announced. 

U.S. and British forces are in the 
third month of a campaign of near- 
ly daily air strikes, which began by 
targeting surface-to-air missile bat- 
teries but are now zeroing in on air 
defence headquarters. 

Washington has pledged no let-up 
in the strikes as long as Baghdad 
challenges foe two “no-fly” zones, 
in north and south Iraq. 
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Israel, Lebanon tell EU they 
want to lower tensions 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel and Lebanon 
have told the European 
Union’s fEU’s) special 
Middle East envoy they 
want to reduce tensions 
along their border, a senior 
EU official said on Tues- 
day. “The main message 
from both sides was that 
they wanted to avoid an 
escalation,” said Bernardi- 
no Leon Groff, a senior 
adviser to EU envoy Miguel 
Angel Moratinos. 


He said Moratinos had 
spoken to Lebanese Prime 
Minister Saltra Hoss and to 
Israel’s coordinator of 

activities in south Lebanon, 
Uri Lubrani, by telephone 
on Monday. 

The contacts followed an 
Israeli air offensive 

launched on Sunday night 
on Hizbollah guerrilla tar- 
gets in Lebanon. 

The air raids were carried 
out after an Israeli brigadier 
general, two other soldiers 


and a journalist were killed 
in a roadside bombing by 
the Iranian-backed Hizbol- 
lah in Israel's south 
Lebanon occupation zone. 

The brigadier general, 
Erez Gerstein, was the 
highest ranking Israeli sol- 
dier to be killed in combat 
in Lebanon since Israel's 
1982 Lebanese invasion. 

“We asked them to do 
their utmosL to restore calm. 
We are trying to avoid an 
escalation of violence” 


Leon Groff told Reuters by 
telephone from Brussels. 

The U.S. and Russia have 
also urged both sides to 
exercise restraint. 

Hizbollah is fighting to 
oust Israel and its South 
Lebanon Army militia ally 
from Israel’s self-declared 
15 km wide security zone 
in south Lebanon. Israel set 
up the zone in 1985 to pro- 
tect its northern towns 
against cross-border 

attacks. 


Lebanon scoffs at threats 
as ballot box gimmick 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanon scoffed Tuesday at 
Israeli threats of harsh 
reprisals after a spate of 
deadly attacks by Islamist 
guerrillas, declaring that the 
Jewish state has failed to 
achieve its goals even after 
21 years of occupation. 

While its troops have 
been placed on maximum 
alert, Lebanon does not 
appear to expect Israel to 
act on vows to avenge its 
mounting troop losses in its 
northern neighbour, consid- 
ering the warnings mere 
ballot box gimmicks. 

“What came out of the 
Israeli guns was smoke 
instead of fire after Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu weighed up his 
options." said the editorial 
in the leading A1 Nahar 
newspaper. 

Netanyahu seems to have 
decided that “aggression 
against southern Lebanon 
does not pay, especially 
ahead of the important May 
17 elections,” it said. 

Both Netanyahu and his 
main rival. Labour Party 
leader Ehud Barak, vowed 
Tuesday to withdraw within 
a year from Lebanon where 


Israel has lost more than 
1,200 troops since it first 
invaded in 1978. 

“The current situation 
does not allow Israel to 
launch a large-scale mili- 
tary operation " said Sheikh 
Mohammad Hussein Fad- 
lallah, spiritual guide of 
pro-Iranian Shiite Muslim 
Hizbollah group in 
Lebanon. 

“The declarations of the 
Israeli leaders show their 
indecisiveness on what 
actions to follow and chat 
they have no plan to deal 
with the situation." he said 
in remarks published Tues- 
day. 

Netanyahu announced 
Monday a “new policy” of 
harsher reprisals after the 
deaths of seven Israelis in 
Lebanon in less than a 
week in attacks by guerril- 
las from the Iranian- and 
Syrian-backed Shiite Mus- 
lim group Hizbollah. 

But Israel's guns have 
been silent since Sunday 
night 

“Implementing these 
threats will bring nothing 
new to Israel, as 21 years of 
occupation has brought 
nothing, because Israel did 


not succeed in meeting any 
of its objectives, whether to 
set up a safe border or sign 
a peace treaty," the pro-Syr- 
ian Ai Safir daily said. 

Fadlallah said former 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres lost a 1996 elec- 
tion because of the Grapes 
of Wrath offensive when 
175 Lebanese were lolled, 
most of them civilians, 
including 105 refugees at a 
U.N. base in Cana. 

Israel has invaded its 
northern neighbour twice, 
in 1978 and 1982, but 
repeated military opera- 
tions have been unable to 
crush resistance groups. 

Hizbollah. which spear- 
heads the guerrilla war 
against the occupation and 
has proven to be able to 
mobilise up to 7,000 com- 
batants for emeigencies, is 
the most persistent thorn in 
the Jewish state’s side. 

The group's leaders have 
repeatedly said that resi- 
dents of northern Israel 
“cannot live in peace and 
security as long as our fam- 
ilies in southern Lebanon 
continue to be harmed" 

The Christian newspaper 
Al Anwar newspaper said 


there was little chance of a 
large-scale Israeli military 
operation into Lebanon, 
adding that Israel “can now 
only carry out limited 
strikes against Hizbollah." 

Hizbollah's deadly 

attacks have provoked a 
surge in demands across 
Israel for a pullout from the 
Lebanese “quagmire" and 
dealt a blow to the Israeli 
army’s tough image. 

Last year; Netanyahu said 
he accepted U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 425. 
adopted in 1978, which 
calls for Israel to withdraw 
“forthwith,” although he is 
demanding security guaran- 
tees from the Lebanese 
government. 

“The Israelis have tried 
everything from invasions, 
occupations, military oper- 
ations and dally bombard- 
ments, but it is time for 
them to acknowledge that 
withdrawal is .the only, alters , 
native to bring peace and 
security” a Lehanese.gov-, 
emment official said. 



WELCOME HOME: Palestinian Mohammad Nimr Al Ali is hugged by his 
sister outside the Lebanese army barrack in the southern andent Lebanese 
dty of Tyre shortly after he was released from an Israeli jail where he served 
ten years for anti-Israeli activities. Ali and another Lebanese nationals were 
handed over to the International Committee of the Red Cross at the border 
town of Naqoura and then transferred to the Lebanese army (AFP photo) 


Rebel attack said repelled in oil-rich state 


KHARTOUM (R) — Apro- 
govemment Sudanese militia 
repelled an attack by southern 
rebels in oil-rich Unity state, 
killing 47 of them and taking 
58 prisoner, a member of 
Sudan's parliament said in 
remarks published on Tues- 
day. 

The private Al Usbua news- 
paper quoted legislator Tout 
Galouk as saying Major Gen- 
eral Paulino Matip’s forces 
had inflicted heavy losses on 
rebels in Mayom province in 
Unity state. 

_ Galouk did hot say when the 
main rebel Sudan People's 
^-Liberation. Array (SPLA) had 
launched the attack, but said 


Matip's forces were in com- 
plete control of the area. 

No independent account of 
the fighting was available. 

The Islamist Khartoum gov- 
ernment has been fighting a 
15-year war with the SPLA in 
the mainly Christian and ani- 
mist south. 

Riek Machar, chairman of 
the coordinating council that 
rules die south for Khartoum, 
was quoted on Tuesday as say- 
ing his party was holding talks 
with SPLA representatives. 

Members of the United 
Democratic Salvation Front 
lUDSF), the political party 
formed by several southern 
former rebel factions that 


made peace with Khartoum in 
1997. were reported to be 
holding their third day of talks 
with the SPLA on Tuesday. 

The talks, in the SPLA-held 
area of Warab in Bahr Al 
Ghazal state, were the first 
conducted by the UDSF fac- 
tions as a separate body and 
not as part of a government 
delegation. 

The UDSF delegation is led 
by Makuac Youk. a state min- 
ister in the state-owned nation- 
al development corporation. 
Salva Kiir, deputy to SPLA 
leader John Garang, is speak- 
ing for the SPLA. 
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Police recover 30 
stolen Israeli cars 

RAMALLAHt AFP)— Palestin- 
ian police have handed over 30 
stolen Israeli vehicles following 
raid s on chop-shops in wo Wfest 
Bank towns, a security chief said 
on Tuesday. Twentv-six Israeli 
vehicles were recovered from 
Qalqilya in the north of the West 
Bank and were handed over to 
Israeli police onTuesday. Palestin- 
ian police Colonel AounAl Sama- 
ra told joumaLsts in Raraallah. 
Sunday, police handed over anoth- 
er six "vehicles found in Che oasis 
town of Jericho near the Jordanian 

bonier, he said 

Iraq invents its 
own Viagra 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
has come up with its own ver- 
sion of the male anti-impo- 
tence drug Viagra, in the form 
of an injection combined with 
an ointment, a newspaper said 
Tuesday. An industry ministry 
official told the weekly Al Itri- 
had that the treatment would 
be used mostly for diabetics 
and cost much less than the 
drug produced by the U.S. firm 
Pfizer. 

Arab committee 
on Iraq to meet 
in Syria 


DAMASCUS (R) — An Arabfp 
foreign ministers committee, 
formed to help remove UN. 
sanctions imposed on Iraq for | 
invading Kuwait, will hold its 
first meeting in Damascus on 
Sunday, officials said 

Truce committee brings 
meeting forward 

BEIRUT (.AFP) — 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Salim Hoss said the interna- 
tional committee monitoring 
a 1996 truce will meet later 
Tuesday in an attempt to 
defuse tensions in south 
Lebanon. “There is a 
improvement in the situation 
on the ground,” he said,^ 
announcing to reporters thatfl 
the meeting had been 
brought forward from 
Wednesday. “We estimate 
that it is the stan of a de-esca- 
lation." 


Iran’s municipal elections a resounding success for women 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran- 
ian women have put up a 
strong showing in the 
country’s first ever munici- 
pal elections, a trend high- 
lighted by the victory of 
reformist President 
Mohammad Khatami’s sis- 
ter. 

Faiemeh Khatami told 
AFP Tuesday she garnered 
16,000 votes, three times 
more than her closest rival, 
in the central desert town 
of Ardakan, the home of 
the Khatami family, and 
where the president was 
bom. 


“I considered that my age 
prevented me from under- 
taking such activities, but 
the people encouraged me 
to stand." said the 61-year- 
old mother of six. 

“I have always worked to 
propagate culture and reli- 
gion. but now we shall 
have to provide remedies 
for people's problems,” she 
said. “It's still too early to 
say what we’re going to do 
but what is certain is that I 
want to be of service to the 
people," she added 

Her election is a reflec- 
tion in part of her brother's 


popularity, and the respect 
in which the Khatami fam- 
ily is held locally, but it is 
also symptomatic of the 
success of women candi- 
dates throughout the coun- 
try as shown in results so 
far from Friday's poll. 

The success of the 
women was particularly 
striking in that they 
accounted for only were a 
small minority of candi- 
dates — just 4.000 of the 
300,000 hopefuls standing. 

Preliminary figures indi- 
cate that two women won 
council seats in the holy 


city of Qom, 130 kra south 
of Tehran. 

Women did very well in 
the northern province of 
Gilan on the Caspian 
where 25 women were 
elected out of the 37 stand- 
ing in various localities. In 
Shiraz in the south, a 
woman standing as a 
reformist took second 
place, while in Bahar, a 
large town in the western 
province of Hamadan, 
women reformers came 
first, second and third In 
Urumiyeh, capital of the 
Turkish frontier province 


of west Azerbaijan, a 
woman reformer is leading 
the poll. 

The female vote con- 
tributed largely to Khata- 
mi's success in the 1997 
presidential election, and 
the overall results of the 
municipals so far shows 
that his backers reformists 
still have the wind in their 
sails. 

In Tehran, seen as the key 
battleground between 
reformers and conserva- 
tives Khatami supporters 
are set to win at least 12 
out of the capital's 15 


seats. 

Abdullah Nouri. a former 
interior minister 

impeached by the conserv- 
ative parliament last year 
after allowing pro-Khatami 
demonstrations which led 
to clashes with hardliners, 
is leading the count 

Apart from Nouri. four 
other top aides of the pres- 
ident were also well ahead 
— including a woman, 
Jamileh Kadivar. wife of 
Culture Minister Ataollah 
Mohajerani. 

And in counts in the 
provinces, reformers 


appeared well-placed in all 
of the three-quarters of 
councils which had pub- 
lished some results by 
Monday, giving them a 
solid power base from 
which to challenge the 
conservatives’ domination 
of parliament in general 
elections next spring. 

In a speech to a women's 
university in Tehran Tues- 
day Khatami spoke once 
again in favour of “equali- 
ty of rights between men 
and women,” and said 
women should be evaluat- 
ed in their public and pro- 


fessional life “in accor- 
dance with their qualities, 
regardless of their sex.” 

Iran already has 13 
women members of parlia- 
ment. and one women vice 
president. Massumeh 
Ebtekar. 

However, the selection 
bodies which have to vet 
candidates have always 
turned down women stand- 
ing for the presidential 
election or for the Council 
of Experts, which appoints 
the country’s supreme spir- 
itual leader. 


TeL 4773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 


19:10 News headlines 

19J5 Doc. — Perspective 


20:00 News in Arabic (Channel 
2 links up with channel 1) 

20:30 Programme on the late 
His Majesty King Hussein 
21:00 Islamic History in Jordan 
21-30 —On the Banks of Jordan 

22:00 News in English 

22:10 Doc. — National Geo- 
graphic 

23:00 .News in Arabic (Chan- 
nel 2 links up with channel 1 ) 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:41 Fajr 

05:58 (Sunrise)Duha 

11:48 Dhuhr 

15:05 -Asr 

17:37 Maghreb 

18:54 Tsha 


CmJKCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

Sl Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
462AS53/462481L 
St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


18:45 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIAmRWj 


German-speaking Evan gelical 
Congregation Tel. 568S4CW 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 58 1 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
te- Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De La 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
fieb TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The F.n gtkh-t .angiutg** 

Catholic Parish TfeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Arm enian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477526! 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 

Temperatures are expected to 
dip slightly. Scattered showers 
are expected in the northern 
and central pans of the King- 
dom. Winds will be westerly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba. 


moderate to warm weather 
conditions will prevail, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 

Amman 06/14 

Aqaba 10/22 

Deserts „ 04/16 

Jordan Valley 12/21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 15, Aqaba 22 

Humidity readings: Amman 
54 per cent Aqaba 35 per 
cent 

Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajloun 03/10 

Jerash 06/16 

Urn Qays 07/15 

Madaba 06/15 

Petra 03/19 

Dead Sea 10/22 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr, Tawfiq Qub’ain..4623029 
Dr. Awni Hawamdeh -5332350 
Dr. Ghalib Zawaideh.412601 1 
Dr. Khaldoun Asfour 5332600 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy .56619 12 


Al Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Maya dab Pharmacy -.55370W 
RoknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneb (02)250080 
Fou'ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. AJkram Haddad.. (05 >985550 
Palestine Pharmacy.. (05)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 4637 1 1 1 

Gvil Drfhire Department 5661 111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 199 
Rescue Mice 192.4621 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank.— 4775121 

Highway Police .5343402 

Traffic olice .4896390 

Public Security DepL....463032 1 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints.™ -5661 176 

V^&Sewc^Ccnpbias 4S97467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .......... 47871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls — — .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

,4623101 

Abdaii TeL Repaits....-5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 i 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 


Water Authority -5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .58 1561 5 

Electric Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia Ind. Airport ...44-53201) 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery .5921199 

The Islamic. Atxffi 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre- JS56S56 

Luzmila .4630195 

Khalidi Malonity 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity .4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maemity....4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani — 560707 1 

Shmeisani Hospiial 5607431 

Jordan Hospital — 5607550 

University Hospital — .5353444 
Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdaii 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. >.47751 1 1/26 

Army. Malta 48916! 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital...... 1 57 100 

Amal Hospital .....I — ....5607155 

Al Amal Cancer Centre -5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zartp Govt. Hospital 

-JO9083323 

Zaiqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sira Hospital — ,t 09)986731 
Al Hikma Modem Hospiial 


IRBID: 

Princess 


(09 >990990 


Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Catholic Hospital 


Roman 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(0217101372.102)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)71 0283 1. (02)71 020 1 i 

Speciality Hospital (tt2)7JQ3IOO 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)2014 1 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infonruaion is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJi information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
{44)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52 700 J. Infonmtim on 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4S7520I-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

F ligh ts 

07:30 Damascus (RJ) 


08:35 Jeddah tRj) 

08:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:55 Lamaca (RJ) 

15:00 .New York. Amsterdam ( RJ i 

16:25 London (RJ) 

*6:35 Brus>.els tRj) 

*6:50 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:30 ..Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 
17:55 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

1® ; 10 Rome (RJ) 

*9:05 Paris. Berlin (RJ) 

2*10 Beirut (RJ) 

33:59 Cairo tRJ) 

Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo (MSI 

10:30 Jeddah (SVj 

12:20 Kuwait i KU) 

13:10 Tunis (Til) 

*3:20 Bahrain (GF) 

^O Milan i AZ) 

1=,: 05 Vienna (OS) 

15*30 Algiers i AH) 

Paris (IY) 

1 8:05 Karachi. Abu Dhabi ( PK ) 

18:40 Beiruti ME) 

20 *0 Frankfurt (LH) 

00:55 London. Damascus iBA) 

01:25 Athens <OA> 

02:00 Rome ( AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
US50 Aqaba (arriving at QAlAi 
(RW) v ' 

16:00.. Aqaba (arriving at Maria 
Airjxirw (RW) 

17:30 Gaza tarrivine at QAlAi 
(RW) - ' 


06:50 

08:25 

09:45 

11:00 

12:15 

19:35 

19:45 

20:00 

20:15 

20:15 

20:25 

20:35 

21:00 

21:15 

22:45 

Other 

06:30 

06:50 

07:25 

10:30 

12:00 

13:20 

14:10 

14:10 

15:50 

15:50 

17:45 

19:30 

20:00 

02:45 

03:00 


departures 

Lamaca (RJ) 

- Amsterdam, New York (RJ\g. 

Istanbul (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ ) 

Bombay (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

...Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Flights 

Lamaca (CY) 

Damascus. London (BA) 

Paris (AF) 

Cairo (MS) 

-Medina. Jeddah (S\fl 

Kuwait (KU/ 

Bahrain (GF) 

Tunis (TU) 

Vienna (OS) 

Milan (AZ) 

Sanaa iIY) 

Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

Beirut (ME) 

Athens tOA) 

Milan (AZ) 


Roy al Wings (RW) Fhgbl 
08:30 Aqaba (from Made 
port) (RW) 

13-JO Gaza (from Mark: 
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News 

in 

brief 

Cooler weather 
on the way 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
weather will be partly 
cloudy with a possibility 
of scattered showers of 
rain in the northern and 
central parts of the 
Kingdom, Meteorology 
Department sources said 
Tuesday. The sources 
expected a slight drop in 
temperatures. 

Exports drop 
by two per cent 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan's exports in 1998 
totalled JD 1.044 million 
compared with JD 1.067 
million in 1997 — a 
decrease of 2.2 per cent, 
said Hussein Shakha- 
treh. director general of 
the General Statistics 
Department, Shakhaireh 
added that national 
imports amounted to 
JD2.715 million in 
1 99S. compared with 
JD2.908 in 1997, thus 
registering a 6.6 per cent 
decrease. 

What’s 

Going 

On 

FILM 

* German film “Himmel 
Ohne Sterne” (with sub- 
titles in English) at 
Goethe-Institut, Jabal 
Amman at 7:30 p.m. 


Save 

water ... 
every 
drop 
counts! 



CONDOLENCES: Her 

Majesty Queen Noor 
ana HKH Princess Racnia 
Abdallah receive Ortho- 
dox Christian clergy 
bom Karak on Tuesday 
at Basman Palace. Jor- 
danian and U.N. offi- 
cials and members of 
the Queen's organisa- 
tions also offered condo- 
lences at the Royal 
Court Queen Noor and 
Princess Rania also met 
a delegation bom the 
National Organisation 
of Arab-American 

Women and the Institute 
of Arab-American 

Women, who flew to Jor- 
dan to pay their condo- 
lences to the Queen 
(photo by Crystal) 


Jordan, Japan sign $21.2 million agreement 
to support balance of payments, economic reform 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and Japan yesterday signed a 
$21.2 million grant agree- 
ment to support Jordan’s bal- 
ance of payments and eco- 
nomic reform programme. 

The agreement was signed 
by Minister of Planning Nabil 
Amman and Japanese 
Ambassador to Jordan Koichi 
Matsumoto in the presence of 
the Japanese Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs 
Nobutaka Machirnura, who 
arrived in Jordan yesterday 
on a two-day visit 

The grant can be used for 
the payment of non-military 
imports from any country. 

During his visit, he will 
hold talks with His Majesty 
King Abdullah and Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh on 
bilateral relations, and the 
Middle East peace process. 


Yesterday, Her Majesty 
Queen Noor received the 
Japanese secretary and his 
wife Junko Machimuraat, 
who is accompanying him on 
the visit, at Bab A1 Sal am 
Palace. The secretary and his 
wife offered their condo- 
lences on the death of His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

During Machimura’s visit, 
a second grant agreement will 
be signed. The $43 million 
grant will be used to improve 
equipment for a central work- 
shop of road construction and 
maintenance machinery. This 
project will enhance the effi- 
ciency and effectiveness of 
road construction through the 
supply of maintenance equip- 
ment for construction 
machinery and vehicles in the 
central workshop. 

The Ministry of Public 


Works and Housing is con- 
structing the new workshop 
inZarqa. 

The Japanese secretary’s 
visit is part of an 11-day 
regional tour that began on 
Feb. 27 and will end March 9. 
He will also visit Turkey, 
Israel, the Palestinian self- 
rule territories. Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates. During his visit to 
Israel, Machimura will tour 
areas of the Golan Heights 
where the United Nations 
Disengagement Observer 
Force troops are stationed. 

Since the establishment of 
diplomatic ties between die 
two countries. Jordan and 
Japan have developed ties 
that relate to almost every 
aspect of life: political cultur- 
al trade, economic, youth 
and technology. 


Japanese official visits to 
Jordan are frequent. The most 
recent was a visit in January 
by the Japanese foreign min- 
ister. 

Jordan is the largest per 
capita recipient of Japan's 
official development assis- 
tance of all developing coun- 
tries. In addition to the assis- 
tance agreements signed dur- 
ing Machimura's visit, the 
Japanese contribution to Jor- 
dan has reached $145 million 
in the last 12 months: $63 
million" for the Greater 
Amman Water Supply Sys- 
tem Improvement Project 
that aims to double the capi- 
tal’s water supply through the 
Zai Water Treatment Plant 
and $63 milli on for the 
Tourism Sector Development 
Project 


JBA, chambers resist two-day weekend 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
economic organisations 
Tuesday expressed their 
opposition to the idea of a 
two-day weekend in Jordan, 
saying it would have a nega- 
tive impact on Jordan’s pro- 
ductivity and would increase 
production cost 

The organisations’ views 
were conveyed to Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh in 
a memorandum signed by 
Hamdi Tabba’a, chairman of 
the Jordan Businessmen 
Association, Haidar Murad, 
president of the Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of Trade 
and Khaldoun Abu Hassan. 
president of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry. 

“We are going through dif- 
ficult economic circum- 
stances with economic 
growth of the past two years 
reaching a mere one per cent 
far below' the rale of popula- 
tion growth, which means 


lower production and lower 
profits,” said the memoran- 
dum. 

“We do not need an experi- 
ment that might exacerbate 
the economic and social 
problems, and we believe 
that our policy should be to 
increase production, offer 
more investment incentives 
and create job opportunities” 
said the memorandum. 

The memorandum added 
that “the idea of a two-day 
weekend can be applied once 
Jordan has achieved econom- 
ic prosperity and when we 
find out that our employees 
are too exhausted and have 
acquired a surplus income to 
spen an extra day off. Before 
applying the two-day week- 
end, we need an in-depth 
study of the economic situa- 
tion. Jordan's factories and 
other institutions, which 
should be made to increase 
continued production, have 


dose dealings with govern- 
ment departments. Extension 
of the day’s working hours 
requires a lunch break which 
is normally followed by slow 
work and poor performance. 
This has its own negative 
influence on production. 
Female employees and work- 
ers in remote regions would 
not be able to cope and to 
continue working because of 
the late hours and late return 
home; problems that could 
force them to change their 
place of residence, quit work 
or move to the capital” 

The memorandum said an 
extended weekend for low- 
income employees and the 
absence of recreation could 
result in increased social 
problems. 

The memorandum was the 
outcome of a meeting by the 
economic organisations to 
review the idea of two-day 
weekend and said the organi- 


sations conducted a study of 
the holidays in the other Arab 
states and foreign countries 
which found the present 
number of holidays in Jordan 
are already far greater in 
number than those in both 
Arab and industrial coun- 
tries. 

The memorandum fol- 
lowed speculation in the 
press that (he government is 
near a decision on a two-day 
weekend in its own depart- 
ments following the Central 
Bank of Jordan's endorse- 
ment of a two-day weeking 
in the financial sector. 

The new banking schedule 
for Jordanian banks came 
into force March 1. Bank 
employees are now working 
from 8:30 a.ra. until 5:00 
p.m.. with a half hour lunch 
break. The total number of 
hours will be 40 a week, up 
from 36 under the previous 
system. 


Saudi delegation expected soon 
to discuss investments, labour transfers 


By TareqAyyoub 

AMMAN — Information 
Minister Nasser Judeh on 
Tuesday said that a Saudi del- 
egation is expected here soon 
to discuss new Saudi invest- 
ments in the country in line 
with pledges made last month 
to extend financial assistance 
to Jordan. 

No date has been set for the 
visit, but Judeh, who was 
speaking to reporters during a 
weekly press briefing, said that 
among the issues expected to 
be discussed during the visit 
ore ways to intensify bilateral 
trade. 

The visit was agreed on dur- 
ing meetings in Riyadh last 
month between Saudi officials 
and a senior Jordanian eco- 


nomic delegation, headed by 
Deputy Prime Minister Taher 
Kana’an, Judeh added. The 
Jordanian team met with 
Saudi finance and trade minis- 
ters and the bead of the Saudi 
Development Fund (SDF). 

The delegation also dis- 
cussed with the SDF officials 
ways to finance certain num- 
ber of projects in Jordan in line 
with projects that had been 
financed by the fund in the 
Kingdom, before it halted 
cooperation with Jordan fol- 
lowing Amman's perceived 
tilt towards Iraq during the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis, 

Judeh said ‘"there is a Saudi 
desire to discuss these pro- 
jects.” The projects would be 
mostly in the southern areas of 
the Kingdom, and would be 


aimed “at increasing produc- 
tivity and creating job oppor- 
tunities there. 

‘The two sides also dis- 
cussed facilitating the transfer 
of the Jordanian workforce to 
Saudi Arabia,” he added. 

The minister did not give 
any information about the vol- 
ume of the expected Saudi 
assistance, but local news 
reports have indicated it 
ranges from $400-5700 mil- 
lion in investments and direct 
assistance. 

Following the death of King 
Hussein, many countries, 
especially the LIS, Germany 
and some Gulf states, pledged 
to extend assistance to Jordan- 
ian economy through direct 
loans or debt forgiveness. 


Education sector faces reform: 

New texts and teacher ranking under study 


By Susan Resheq 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Education is forging 
ahead with plans to intro- 
duce a comprehensive mod- 
em school curriculum in an 
effort to reform the educa- 
tional system. 

The ministry will also 
introduce a new hierarchy 
for public school teachers, 
giving them professional 
titles "that reflect their actual 
positions and responsibili- 
ties. 

“We are trying to renew 
scholastic books both in 
form and in content,*' Edu- 
cation Ministry Secretary 
General Izzat Jaradat told a 
press conference on Mon- 
day. 

He said under the new 
plan, the ministry, which in 
the past formed committees 
to draft accredited school 
text books, instead will ask 
local publishing houses to 
work on and to submit texts 
which could be used for 
teaching at state-run 
schools. 

Such competition, officials 
said, would encourage 
authors to be innovative to 
generate students' interest 
The ministry believes that 
this would reflea positively 
on the quality of education 
as most students complain of 
a dull curriculum that relies 
more on memorisation than 
on research and analysis. 

“There will be one accred- 
ited curriculum for the ele- 
mentary, preparatory and 
secondary classes, but the 
various publishing houses 
will come up with different 
books and the best will be 
chosen,” Jaradat added. 

Private schools normally 
adopt the state syllabus but 


each adds extra books to 
complement the standard 
system. 

“This plan will give a 
chance to publishing houses 
in Jordan to improve and 
develop their standards and 
to come up with new mater- 
ial,” Jaradat said. 

He said the new curricu- 
lum will focus on modem 
academic and scientific 
changes that Jordan will 
need to cope with challenges 
posed by the third millenni- 
um. 

The new teacher classifi- 
cation system will prod edu- 
cators to improve their stan- 
dards in order to be promot- 
ed. 

The ministry has been 
working on teachers’ profes- 
sional titles for three years, 
Jaradat said. 

“The main idea is to offer 
economic, moral and social 
incentives for teachers, and 
to create positive competi- 
tion between them,” Jaradat 
explained. 

“They should feelfhat they ‘ 
are developing in their 
careers but that they will- 
only be able to achieve that 
if they work on developing 
their standards," he added. 

The system, to be imple- 
mented in the near future, 
will give four professional 
nudes for teachers; an assis- 
tant teacher, a teacher, first 
degree teacher and a spe- 
cialised teacher. Currently, 
all teachers have one title 
regardless of their work 
experience and educational 
background. 

Under the planned system, 
those holding less than uni- 
versity graduate degree will 
be given the rank of assistant 
teacher, while those aspiring 
to the rank of teacher will 


need a bachelor’s degree. 

The first degree title will 
be given to teachers with 
five to six years of teaching 
experience and must have a 
master's degree, he added. 

The specialised title will 
be granted to those with 15 
years teaching experience 
who hold a Phi). 

The system will be dis- 
cussed soon by the Higher 
Council for Education, 
*which is chaired by HRH 
Prince Ghazi Ben Moham- 
mad. 

Jaradat also said the min- 
istry plans to introduce Eng- 
lish as a second language at 
the elementary level instead 
of waiting for the preparato- 
ry stage. Private schools 
teach English as a second 
language from grade one. 

The ministry also is plan-; 
ning to introduce French as a 
second language for sec- 
ondary classes, but will not 
make the language course 
compulsory. At present, only 
some private schools teach 
‘French as a third language. 

' Jaradat denied that the 
ministry' -had shelved 'plans 
to gradually cancel the 
state’s high school general 
certificate exam, known as 
theTawjihi. 

“We are studying the plan 
to develop the Tawjihi 
exams and all matters relat- 
ed to that will be discussed 
in the future meetings of the 
Higher Council.” 

The controversial plan was 
promoted by Education 
Minister Fawzi Gharaibeh 
after he took the post in 
August. 

He mentioned that the 
ministry may unify the acad- 
emic stream; the scientific 
and literary streams for 
senior students. 
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World Bank records Dana’s global importance in documentary 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The Dana 
Wildlands Reserve is to be 
featured in a documentary 
film highlighting a local 
NGO's endeavours to strike 
a balance between environ- 
mental preservation and 
sustainable developmenL 

The Dana project, con- 
ducted by the Royal Society 
for the -Conservation of 
Nature (RSCN), has 
become an international 
model of integrated conser- 
vation and sustainable 
development since its incep- 
tion in 1993. 

A World Bank technical 
crew recently concluded a 
three-day shoot in the 
reserve, that grows in global 
importance every year. 

Khaled Irani, director gen- 
eral of the RSCN, said, 
■■[The World Bank] has 
been impressed with^ the 
achievements in Dana." 

Dana, lying on the crest of 
the Great Rift Valley, is a 
3 00 - square-kilometre area 
of ruaged landscape in 
Tafileh Govemorate, about 
50 kilometres north of Petra, 
and a two-hour drive south 
of Amman. It sweeps down 
a scries of mountain ridges, 
fom a 1 , 500 -meire high 

plateau near Qasesvyaharea 
to the desert plains of Wadi 

Arabs. ,. . . 

Steep wadis slice through 
the mountains, often lined 


with a lush growth of trees 
and shrubs. Dana’s geology 
is as varied as its landscape: 
It progresses from limestone 
to sandstone to granite, all 
carved and weathered by 
wind and water and flushed 
in pastel shades of pink, 
brown, and grey. 

The Dana project is spon- 
sored by the government, 
the RSCN, the World Bank, 
the United Nations Devel- 


opment Programme and the 
Global Environment Facili- 
ty — the funding mecha- 
nism under which the pro- 
ject was implemented. 

Last May, the S3_3 million 
reserve project caught the 
eye of the International 
Conservation Committee, 
which selected Dana out of 
400 pilot projects, as an 
exemplary case study on 
integrated conservation and 


biodiversity, community- 
based sustainable develop- 
ment income-generation 
and tourism programmes. 

The case study was exam- 
ined then by a workshop 
organised in Washington in 
collaboration with a number 
of international conserva- 
tion bodies such as the Eco- 
nomic Development Insti- 
tute of the World Bank, the 
U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation, the 

International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature, and 
the World Bank’s Common 
Property Resource Manage- 
ment Network. 

According to the RSCN, 
the Dana project shows how 
such income-generating 
schemes can be used to help 
regulate damaging 

resource-exploitation prac- 
tices and promote positive 
attitudes toward conserva- 
tion initiatives. 

It also underlined the ben- 
efits of institutional net- 
working to enable commu- 
nity-based approaches to be 
effectively implemented 
and sustained. 

When the project began, 
the RSCN found that in 
order to address problems 
between local communities 
and Dana, institutional 
changes had to be made at 
two main levels: at the site, 
with the development of 
income-generating activi- 
ties for local people linked 


to the protected area, and at 
the organisational level 
with the restructuring of the 
RSCN to ensure it had the 
technical and financial 
capability to initiate and 
manage a community-based 
conservation programme. 

The income-generating 
schemes introduced within 
and around the reserve were 
intended to provide local 
residents with financial and 
social benefits from the 
reserve and compensate for 
imposed restrictions such as 
grazing control. 

The RSCN has included 
enterprises such as fruit dry- 
ing and processing facilities, 
medicinal and culinary herb 
production, jewellery-mak- 
ing from local products and 
semi-precious stones and 
extensive tourism services. 

The enterprises were 
developed with a strong 
emphasis on a marketing 
strategy that employed con- 
servation philosophy and 
addressed the reserve as 
principal selling points of 
the newly-developed prod- 
ucts and services. 

The RSCN also created a 
hook to attract tourists to the 
reserve and consumers of 
Dana products: Services and 
products are “sold” on the 
basis that consumers can 
also play a role in protecting 
wildlife and supporting the 
local economy. 

A new goat-raising 


scheme aims to enable 
bedouin in the western pan 



of Dana to sell their animals 
at better prices. 

After three years of opera- 
tion, Dana income-generat- 
ing activities have raised 
$260,000 from sales and 
tourism receipts, created 38 
new jobs and provided 
increased financial benefits 
to over 140 people, accord- 
ing to an RSCN report. 

Income from tourism 
receipts in 1997 alone cov- 
ered 60 per cent of the 
reserve’s running costs. 
Seventy per cent of visitors 
were Jordanians. 

Over the years, the RSCN 
has witnessed “a notable 
shift” in the attitude of local 
people towards the reserve. 


revealing a much higher 
level of support and cooper- 
ation. 

The reason for adopting a 
market-led approach was to 
demonstrate to local com- 
munities that the nature 
reserve itself could provide 
the means to establish small 
businesses and generate 
employment opportunities 
that would supplement or 
replace subsistence farming 
and other income-genera- 
tors they were engaged in 
before the reserve existed.” 
the report read. 

Last June, the 33-year-old 
RSCN, which manages 
1.000 square-kilometre six 
nature reserves and plans to 


set up another seven, com- 
plained that if the govern- 
ment reintroduces copper- 
mining in Dana's Wadi Fay- 
nan. which was a major 
copper-raining and smelting 
cemres 6.500 years ago, the 
reserve will be “destroyed.” 
“The reintroduction of the 
copper mining is a big 
• worry feeing the reserve." a 
.■society representative said. 
5 “Non-sustainable copper 
mining in the area will 
destroy it forever.” 

In 1993. the government 
announced that it had no 
intention of mining the area, 
but some environmentalists 
said authorities have shown 
renewed intenesL 
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5 tourists killed 
in rescue attempt 
in Uganda 


KAMPALA, Uganda (AP> 
— Five foreign tourists 
were killed and as seven 
others rescued Tuesday in 
an army operation to free at 
least 14 foreigners taken 
hostage by Rwandan Hutu 
rebels in southwestern 
Uganda, 

Police in the Ugandan 
capital said the five tourists 
died when they were caught 
in an exchange of gunfire 
between the rebels and 
Ugandan army iroops. The 
rescue operation was car- 
ried out Tuesday morning in 
a rain forest, police 
spokesman Eric Naigambi 
told the Associated Press. 

“Five tourists were killed 
in the crossfire during the 
rescue operation, and seven 
have been rescued," he said. 
Names and nationalities of 
the tourists were not imme- 
diately available. 

He said the bodies were 
taken to Kambuga hospital 
in Rukungrri. a district in 
western Uganda. 

Three Americans, six 
Britons, three New 
Zealanders, an Australian 
and a Swiss were among 
those kidnapped by the 
Congo-based rebels late 
Sunday at campgrounds on 
the edge of Bwindi National 
Park, known as the impene- 
trable forest the starting 
point for visitors hoping to 
glimpse rare mountain 
gorillas. 

The U.S. embassy in 
Kampala said it was told 
that six, not seven, of the 
western hostages had been 
released and that five bodies 
had been recovered. "Three 
people are still being held," 
said Sara Stryker, assistant 
political affairs officer. 


She said officials were 
hying to establish the 
tourists' identities and noti- 
fy their next of kin. 

The Ugandan government 
imposed a news blackout on 
the situation Tuesday, and 
Defense Minister Stephen 
Kavuma said the govern- 
- mem planned to read a 
statement to parliament 
later in the afternoon. 

British and American 
diplomats planned to travel 
Tuesday to the campground 
where the tourists were 
taken. A British foreign 
office spokesman, speaking 
on customary terms of 
anonymity, did not detail 
what plans were for the 
diplomats’ visit Tuesday. 

Britain's Foreign Office 
said one of the Britons 
abducted also holds New 
Zealand citizenship. 

The three New Zealanders 
captured were possibly trav- 
elling on British passports, 
said James Funnel!, a 
spokesman for New 
Zealand’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

Australian officials said a 
man from Sydney was also 
among the hostages, and 
that four other Australians 
were kidnapped, but later 
released. 

Michael Cook,. British 
high commissioner in the 
former British colony, met 
with Ugandan minister of 
state Amama Mbabazi 
Monday to discuss the kid- 
nappings, the British 
Foreign Office spokesman 
said. He said that Britain 
was updating its travel 
advice, and warned against 
travelling to Uganda's bor- 
der area with Rwanda and 
Congo. 



Linda Adams from California, who escaped from the bands of her kidnappers in Uganda by pretending to be asth- 
matic, reacts to the news of the deaths of her fellow captives at Jomo Kenya tta Airport. The rebels killed five of the 
tourists, and seven others were rescued by police (Reuters photo.) 


Unconfirmed reports from 
private tour operators 
Monday said one tourist and 
two Ugandans had been 
killed in the kidnapping, 
one of them an employee of 
the state-owned Uganda 
wildlife authority. Details 
on the slain tourist were not 
known. 

France’s deputy ambas- 
sador to Uganda. Anne 
Peltier, was at the park 
when the rebels attacked 
and said she helped negoti- 
ate the release of nine other 
tourists. 

“We were hearing a lot of 
firing all around the tent 
where we were sleeping, 
and suddenly some soldiers 
came in the tent and they 


asked for money, for jew- 
ellery. for watches. They 
took everything ... we had of 
some value,"" Ms. Peltier 
told Melbourne. Australia, 
Radio Station 3AW. 

She said the camp tents 
were burned, so the people 
who weren’t taken hostage 
took refuge in a nearby vil- 
lage until police and the 
army arrived. 

Among those who 
escaped was Elizabeth 
Garland, 29, an anthropolo- 
gy student at the University 
of Chicago. She spoke to 
her father, James Garland. 
Monday to tell him she was 
safe. 

“She said she was awak- 
ened by gunfire all around 


her and apparently a raid of 
100 to 150 Hutu rebels 
came in armed and started 
taking hostages," James 
Garland said 

“She said they were look- 
ing specifically for 
Americans and would 
release hostages if they 
were not American or 
British.” 

Fighting between the 
Rwandan Hutu rebels and 
the Uganda people’s 
defence forces continued 
Monday along the forested 
border. 

The Hutu rebels fled 
Rwanda after they took part 
in a 1994 genocide of more 
than 500,000 minority 
Tutsis and politically mod- 


erate hutus. They have been 
crossing the border from 
bases in eastern Congo, 
often ambushing vehicles 
and kidnapping or killing 
the passengers in both 
Uganda and Rwanda. 

In August, the rebels kid- 
napped four foreign tourists 
and seven Congolese guides 
and porters on a trek to 
observe the gorillas. They 
later released a Canadian 
tourist and all the 
Congolese escorts in 
exchange for ihe publica- 
tion of a statement of their 
objectives. 

The three other tourists — 
two Swedes and one New 
Zealander — have not been 
heard from since. 


Hindu nationalists 
hope for miracle 
on crucial vote 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India's ruling Hindu nation- 
alists, who face certain 
defeat in a parliamentary 
vote over a state's sacking, 
said Tuesday they still held 
out hope for a face-saving 
victory. 

The nationalists also said 
they will launch a week- 
long “ami -betrayal” drive 
Wednesday to protest a 
move by the main opposi- 
tion Congress Party to force 
the reinstatement of the 
sacked Bihar state govern- 
ment 

The ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP, Indian 
People's Party) scraped 
through with a majority of 
29 votes in parliament’s 
lower house during Friday’s 
vote on last month’s dis- 
missal of the state govern- 
ment. 

The BJP-led coalition 
government would have to 
repeat its performance in 
the upper house, where they 
clearly face defeat as the 
Congress vows to vote 
against a resolution seeking 
approval for the sacking. 

Dates for the upper house 
vote are likely to be 
announced later this week. 

The imposition of direct 
federal rule in Bihar. India's 
second most populous state, 
would be valid only if both 
houses of parliament 
approved the step. 

Vajpayee’s 1 1 -month-old 
BJP-led government faces 
the humiliating prospect of 
seeing the sacked Bihar 
administration reinstated. 

BJP spokesman Venkatiah 
Naidu said Tuesday howev- 
er that the ruling coalition 
will not allow such a turn of 
events. 

“We have various options 
before us." Naidu asserted 
and said the Hindu national- 
ists hoped for a miracle dur- 
ing the looming vote in the 
upper house, or the Rajya 
Sabha. 

“We know we do not have 
majority in Rajya Sabha but 
wisdom can still dawn on 
some opposition parties,” 


the BJP spokesman told 
reporters in the southern 
city of Madras. 

“Between now and April 
12 anything can happen,” he 
said referring to the current 
session of parliament, 
which ends next month. 
“The government is keeping 
its mind open,” Naidu said. 

Speaking of the Congress, 
which initially backed the 
BJP on the Bihar state's 
sacking, Naidu said the 
Hindu nationalists will 
stage their week-long 
protest against the opposi- 
tion party's U-tum. 

“We will strike at the very 
roots of the Congress to 
expose their double stan- 
dards,” the BJP spokesman 
said. 

The Congress Party itself 
had dismissed dozens of 
state governments when it 
was in power. Naidu argued. 

“We now want to know 
what is the rationale behind 
the Congress not supporting 
the dismissal. We want to 
know why they favour the 
rule of jungle in Bihar," 
Naidu said. 

The BJP had cited a 
breakdown in law and order 
as the main reason for 
imposing direct rule in the 
eastern state bordering 
Nepal. 

Laloo Prasad Yadav, the 
charismatic chief of Bihar's 
sacked centrist RJD Party, 
has warned the BJP would 
be stripped of its dignity 
during the Rajya Sabha 
vote. 

Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee removed 
the Bihar government on 
Feb. 19. citing rampant 
crime following the mas- 
sacre of 1 1 poor fanners by 
a private militia of landlords 
there. 

The BJP was sure the 
move would be endorsed in 
both houses of parliament 
with the support of the 
Congress, which then 
vowed to kick out the reso- 
lution from the Rajya 
Sabha. where the BJP is 
outnumbered. 


Hundreds of Indonesian 
settlers leaving East Timor 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Hundreds of settlers from 
Indonesian provinces are 
pulling out of the troubled 
territory of East Timor amid 
growing expectations that it 
will opt for independence, 
reports said Tuesday. 

Around 800 settlers 
packed a passenger ship 
from the provincial capital 
of Dili for Surabaya city 
and Jakarta Tuesday, the 
Suara Pembaruan evening 
daily said. 

Monday cars and motor- 
cycles laden with household 
goods formed a long line to 
a ferry sailing for northern 
AJor island in Maluku 
province, it said. 

Several banks in Dili have 
seen a rush of panicky cus- 
tomers wanting to close 
their accounts, it added 
without giving figures. 


East Timor governor Jose 
Abilio Soares” had pleaded 
with settlers not to leave 
and assured them of their 
safety, the official Antara 
news agency said. 

“Essentially there is noth- 
ing to be afraid of because 
security forces from the 
military and the police have 
anticipated all possible 
reactions.” Soares was 

quoted by Antara as saying. 

Abilio also pleaded to 
teachers, who are mostly 
migrants, not to leave East 
Timor, after a protest 
Sunday by 300 teachers at 
the Dili government sub- 
district office for lack of 
security for non ethnic- 
Timorese in the territory. 

“It is time for us to talk 
after 23 years of argument 
by putting down the 
weapons and find what is 


best for all East Timorese." 
Soares said. 

Antara Sunday reported 
that up to 95 settlers from 
Indonesia's resort island of 
Bali had left East Timor for 
home. 

Under a government 
“transmigration” pro- 
gramme, Jakarta has moved 
thousands of families from 
overcrowded areas on the 
islands of Java and Bali to 
less densely populated 
islands. 

Also Sunday Antara 
reported some 300 trucks 
had been transporting the 
household goods of families 
fearful of independence for 
East Timor to neighbouring 
West Timor through the 
border town of Bobonaro. 

Tensions have been rising 
in East Timor since 
Indonesia announced on 


Jan. 27 that it would consid- 
er independence for the ter- 
ritory should its residents 
reject a broad autonomy 
offer. Groups in favour or 
against independence have 
been consolidating their 
forces. 

Jakarta annexed East 
Timor in 1 976 after the mil- 
itary invaded the former 
Portuguese colony the pre- 
vious year. The U.N. and 
most other countries did not 
recognise the move and 
view Portugal as the official 
administrator in the territo- 

ry- 

The United Nations since 
1984 has mediated talks 
between Indonesia and 
Portugal and the two sides 
are scheduled to meet in 
New York March 9 to 
finalise Lhe autonomy offer. 


Japan says time to make 
flag, anthem official 


TOKYO (R) — Japan said 
Tuesday it will consider 
legislating to make the ris- 
ing sun flag and a song that 
are both widely seen as 
symbols of the country’s 
militarism its official flag 
and anthem. 

“The time has come to 
fundamentally consider the 
status of the national flag 
and the national anthem as 
one of the conclusive 
points of the end of the 
20th century,” top govern- 
ment spokesman Hiromu 
Nonaka said. 

The “hinomaru” (rising 
sun) flag and anthem have 
no legal or constitutional 
status as national symbols. 
The government has avoid- 
ed legislating on the sub- 
ject for fear of an all-out 
ideological confrontation. 

The hinomaru. meaning 
“sun circle or emblem," 
with a red disc in the centre 
of a white field, has been 
used to identify Japan's 
merchant and official ships 


since the eighth century. 

But during the period of 
Japan's World War Two 
military expansion into 
Asia, die flag was widely 
seen as a symbol of the 
country’s militarism. 

Even more controversial, 
perhaps, is the slow 
anthem called “kimigayo". 
meaning "his majesty's 
reign”, in which the words 
in ancient Japanese praise 
the emperor and hope his 
rule may last forever. 

The government’s con- 
troversial overture came 
two days after a high 
school principal in 
Hiroshima hanged himself 
over what police believe 
was a disagreement over 
the singing of kimigayo at 
a graduation ceremony. 

Toshihiro Ishikawa. 58. 
bad been trying to per- 
suade teachers to have stu- 
dents sing kimigayo at the 
ceremony, in line with 
orders from the education 
ministry in Tokyo. 


A ministry directive on 
the issue has been criti- 
cised by a teachers’ union 
as illegal. 

The ministry said the ris- 
ing sun flag is hoisted and 
the national anthem sung 
during graduation cere- 
monies at most Japanese 
schools. 

The Japanese commu- 
nists. who had been 
staunchly opposed any 
move to recognise the ris- 
ing sun flag and the 
anthem, have recently 
changed their stance dras- 
tically on the issue. 

“The problem is that the 
flag and anthem have been 
forced on Japanese citizens 
through customary use.” 
Communist Party chair- 
man Tetsuzo Fuwa told 
reporters Tuesday. 

‘The way to solve the 
issue is to pass laws on a 
national flag and an 
anthem,” he said. 

But he said a national 
flag and anthem should not 


be forced on schools even 
if they were legally desig- 
nated as such. 

“People do not accept the 
hinomaru because of its 
history as an emblem of 
invasions by Japan... The 
kimigayo does not suit the 
system of the constitution, 
in which sovereignty 
resides with the people." 
Fuwa added. 

Takenori Kanzaki. leader 
of the Buddhist-backed 
Komeito (dean govern- 
ment party), said his party 
would support the govern- 
ment's plan and said the 
rising sun flag and the 
kimigayo anthem no 
longer had any links with 
militarism. 

“The hinomaru is suit- 
able as the national flag 
and the kimigayo anthem 
is ■ also accepted by ihe 
Japanese people. They do 
not have any links to the 
revival of militarism" 
Kanzaki told reporters. 
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Yeltsin remains in stable condition, 
recovering in hospital 

MOSCOW WF, - 

centre said Tuesday. Yeltsin, ob. was nospuanseo 
Sanity ate 

Weedfng^lcer. He spent two weeks in a hospital last 
“when the ailment first hit. and convalesced for 
another two weeks at a sanatorium. He had been 
noticeably more active in the last two weeks, making 
freouem trips to the Kremlin and meeting foreign 
leaders Doctors said the heavier workload was in part 
to blame for the ulcer's recurrence. Doctors continued 
treating the president as planned Tuesday and said his 
condition was improving, a presidential spokeswoman 
said. This time around, he has been told to keep out of 
the office and get plenty of rest, and will likely rernmn 
in the hospital for a week. Yeltsin is ulcer is the latest 
in a long string of illnesses that have kept him side- 
lined for weeks at a time since he was reelected in 
1996. 

Japan minister draws fire 
for Schwarzenegger favour 

TOKYO (R) — A government minister who flexed his 
muscles to let actor .Arnold Schwarzenegger into 
Japan without a passport came under fire for his 
efforts in parliament Tuesday. Justice Minister 
Shozaburo Nakamura faced a barrage of criticism for 
failing to submit to authorities a report filed by 
Schwarzenegger asking for permission to enter Japan 
without a passport last October. Nakamura, whose 
ministry oversees immigration, admitted in parlia- 
ment he had kept the form that Schwarzenegger filled 
out rather than forwarding it to the appropriate author- 
ities. At the time of the incident, he reportedly joked 
that he would be in trouble with his wife and daughter 
unless he helped the famous actor. Pressed on rhe mat- 
ter Tuesday. Nakamura admitted he and his family 
were fans of the star of such films as "Terminator . 
but he blamed the mix-up on his secretaries. “I told 
my secretaries to return the form (to the appropriate 
section), but they apparently forgot." the Mainichi 
Shimbun newspaper quoted Nakamura as saying. “I 
did not take it home.” he was quoted as saying. The 
newspaper said Nakamura added: “The cabinet will 
check into this.” Top government spokesman Hiromu 
Nonaka Tuesday called Nakamura's answers “unsatis- 
factory". Justice ministry officials said they had no 
comment. Schwarzenegger was in Japan along vyith 
director Steven Spielberg to attend groundbreaking 
ceremonies for a Universal Studios theme park. 

UNHCR urges Germany 
to ease citizenship for refugees 

BONN (AFP) — The U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees i UNHCR) Tuesday urged Germany to make 
it easier for refugees to gain German citizenship. A 
statement from the UNHCR office in Bonn pointed 
out that, under draft legislation, only people with res- 
idence permits could request German nationality. 
Refugees who did not have the right of asylum in 
Germany but were allowed to remain under the terms 
of the Geneva convention would not qualify for citi- 
zenship as they did not have residence permits, the 
UNHCR said. The U.N. authority asked the federal 
and regional governments to modify draft legislation 
to make it possible for such refugees to "become 
German citizens. German Interior Minister Otto 
Schily was scheduled to present a draft nationality 
code this month with a view to its adoption as law by 
the end of May. Germany received one-third of all 
asylum requests in the European Union last year, 
making it the biggest destination in Europe. Last 
month UNHCR chief Sadakc Ogata criticised indus- 
trialised countries, especially in Europe, for pursuing 
overly restrictive refugee policies with a view to 
immigration controls and domestic security. 

Police continue to hold 3 suspects, 
release 2 in Omagh bombing 

DUBLIN, Ireland (APi — Police continued to ques- 
tion three suspects Tuesday in connection with last 
year s deadly car bombing in Omagh, the worst single 
atrocity in the 30-year conflict "over British-rufed 
northern Ireland. Two other suspects were released. 
Police in both pans of Ireland have been involved in 
an ongoing effort to secure charges against the Irish 
Republican Army dissidents responsible for the Aug. 
15 blast that killed 29 people and wounded 370. More 
than 60 people have been arrested, but so far only one 
man has been charged in connection with the bomb- 
mg. Arrests over the weekend and Monday brought to 
M!?! 3 U 1uniber c ‘ f People being interrogated by 
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Italian hospitalised for 
hallucinations after Internet spree 
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Shuttle diplomacy resumes 
over Kosovo peace plan 


BELGRADE (AFP) — 
Western officials resumed their 
shuttle diplomacy between 
Belgrade and Pristina Tuesday 
searching for a breakthrough 
on Kosovo before peace talks 
resume in Fiance on March 15. 

US. and the European 
Union special envoys for 
Kosovo, Christopher Hill and 
Wolfgang Petritsch, arrived in 
Belgrade Tuesday for a series 
of meetings with top officials 
on an outline peace plan for the 
troubled province. 

Belgrade has rejected the 
deployment of an international 
military force in Kosovo, seen 
by Western powers as a key 
element of any peace plan for 
the province. 

MU and Petritsch, who 
together with Russian diplomat 
Boris Mayorski mediated 
marathon peace talks in 
Rambouillet, France, last 
month, met Monday with 
Kosovar political leaders and 
said they w ere well on track to 
approve the plan. 


“Things are moving very 
positively*’ Hill said after a full 
day of meetings in Pristina 
with representatives of Kosovo 
Albanians. 

But it remains to be seen 
whether Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic's regime 
will accept a 28,000-man 
NATO peacekeeping force as 
fart of the plan which will be 
discussed again in France later 
this month. 

Kosovo Albanian leaders and 
Serb authorities managed to 
forge some common ground 
on a possible peace accord dur- 
ing the marathon peace talks at 
Rambouillet last month. 

But they ran into a snag over 
U.S. and European insistence 
that a NATO force be deployed 
in Kosovo to separate the war- 
ring sides. 

Serbia, the dominant part of 
rump Yugoslavia, insisted dur- 
ing 17 days of negotiations that 
it would never let NATO troops 
on its soil. 

Organisation for Security 


and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) chairman Knut 
Vollebaek. who met with 
Milosevic Monday, said the 
Yugoslav leader “flatly reject- 
ed" the presence of an interna- 
tional miJhaiy force in Kosovo. 

“1 told Milosevic that ... it is 
difficult to see how we can 
implement the part of die 
agreement that the OSCE is 
supposed to implement with- 
out military support." 
Vollebaek said 

The OSCE's verification 
mission in Kosovo ( KVM) was 
deployed in the province “to 
build confidence, to prepare for 
elections." Vollebeak said. 

“We need to keep the two 
sides apart so that we can do 
ihis job. Although we have 
excellent people here they are 
unarmed verifiers and they will 
not be in a position to do that.” 
he said. 

Meanwhile the Kosovars are 
continuing whm they call a 
period of “consultations" on 
the ground. including with the 


Kosovo Liberation .Army 
(KLA) which is fighting for the 
independence of Kosovo’s 90 
per cent ethnic Albanian 
majority. 

In Pristina, Adem Demaci, 
KLA’s hardline political repre- 
sentative, told reporters he had 
resigned from the position. 
Demaci. a former longtime 
political prisoner, agreed on 
August 14 to be the KLA’s 
political representative. But he 
refused to join the Rambouillet 
talks and moderate KLA mem- 
bers have increasingly dis- 
tanced themselves from him. 

Serb sources Tuesday report- 
ed fighting between Serb gov- 
ernment forces and KLA 
rebels erupted in the southwest 
of the province. 

They accused ethnic 
Albanians of attacking police 
and Yugoslav army units near 
Djeneral Jankovic. close to the 
border with Macedonia. 


Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen (centre), flanked by security, waves as he enters the National Assembly in 
Phnom Penh, on, the first day of the resumption of parliament sessions. Cambodia's parliament opened debate 
Tuesday on forming a new senate body and completing the terms of last year’s coalition deal between Hun Sen and 
0 arch rival Prince Norodom Ranariddh (AFP photo) 

Cambodian government tight-lipped over 
U.N.’s Khmer Rouge recommendations 


Despite Albright visit, China 
draws tough line on rights, Taiwan 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia’s government was 
Tuesday remaining tight-lipped 
over a report by United Nations 
experts on whether to hold a 
tribunal for leaders of the geno- 
cidal Khmer Rouge. 

The report, which the authors 
said was presented to Kofi 
Annan and the Cambodian 
government last week, could 
set in motion proceedings 
against leaders of the genocidal 
1975 to 1979 regime recently 
welcomed here as defectors. 

"We have no knowledge of 
the report and I don’t know if 
he has received it." commented 


Om Yientieng. a senior advisor 
to Prime Minister Hun Sen. 

On his return from Tokyo 
Sunday. Hun Sen said he had 
yet to see the report, and added 
he was “too busy” to read it 

Hun Sen’s coalition partner 
and parliamentary speaker 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
also Tuesday said he had also 
not seen the report, which con- 
tains conclusions from a visit 
by three international legal 
experts in November. 

U.N. human rights officials 
said the Cambodian govern- 
ment would be given the report 
at least two weeks ahead of it 


being released publicly, citing 
the sensitive nature of the 
prospect of a genocide trial. 

The team of experts wrote 
the report following a formal 
plea to the UN. made in 1997 
by the then-co-premiers Hun 
Sen and Prince Ranariddh for 
an international tribunal for the 
Khmer Rouge leadership, 
whose 1975 to 1979 regime 
claimed up to two million fives. 

However in December Hun 
Sen accepted the defection of 
two key architects of Pol Pot’s 
regime, chief ideologue Nuon 
Chea and public face Khieu 
Samphan. who live alongside 


former Khmer Rouge number- 
three Ieng Sary in free retire- 
ment. 

While Hun Sen has given his 
continued backing to a trial, he 
has also called for the foreign 
backers of the rebels and foe 
entire 1970 to 1998 span of foe 
civil war to go under investiga- 
tion — terms outside the man- 
date of the report writers. 

Officials both in the govern- 
ment and linked to former 
rebels have also stressed that a 
trial could spark renewed civil 
war and shatter - Cambodia's, 
fragile “national reconcilia- 
tion." 


BEIJING (AP) — Despite 
two days of often blunt talk 
by the U.S. Secretary of 
State, China gave no sign 
Ttiesday it was prepared to 
compromise on human rights 
or a missile defence system 
for Taiwan. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Zhu Bangzao 
played down Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright's 
criticisms of China’s recent 
crackdown on political dis- 
sent putting them down to 
cultural differences. 

Zhu indirectly accused 
Washington of distorting 
North Korea’s missile threat 
to drum up support for the 
theatre missile defence sys- 
tem and provide a pretext to 
make Taiwan a part of it 

“The current situation on 
the Korean peninsula on foe 
whole is stable. Therefore we ■ 


Taking mixed blood Aborigines 
from parents was not genocide’ 


DARWIN, Australia (AFPt — 
Forcibly removing part-Aboriginal 
children from their families in the 
1940s and 1950s was not genocide 
but a way to help them escape a 
pitiful existence, a court was told 
here Tuesday. 

Aborigines Loma Cubillo. 60. 
and Peter Gunner. 5 1 . are suing the 
Australian government in a test 
case in which they claim damages 
for lifelong emotional damage 
they say resulted from being taken 
from (heir parents aged seven. 

The federal court has heard the 
two still remember the trauma of 
being taken to institutions where 
they say they were beaten and sex- 
ually abused. 

Legal experts say the case could 
pave the way to actions by an esti- 
mated .iG.tXW surviving victims of 
a policy practised by state and fed- 
eral governments for almost a cen- 
tury up to the late 1960s. 

Counsel for the Commonwealth. 
Douglas Meagher. QC. rejected 
claims the policy was an attempt at 
genocide. 

"The genocide allegations made 
against this country are excremely 
serious and must be refuted.” he 


said. 

Meagher said the aim was to 
help Aboriginal children by having 
them raised with white families or 
in state institutions because they 
were often treated as outcasts in 
their own communities. 

"Half-caste children bam to 
young Aboriginal women brought 
difficulties both to mother and 
child.” he told the court. 

“Mother and child in many 
instances were treated as outcasts 
as long as the child remained in the 
community. 

"The lot of such children has 
from time to time been described 
as pitiful and indeed it was.'* 

Meagher said most Aboriginal 
mothers voluntarily gave up their 
half-caste children to be brought 
up by foe state. 

“It's not surprising that the 
mothers, undoubtedly with great 
maternal reluctance, nevertheless 
thought that in the interests of the 
child that an institution was where 
the child should go.” 

He denied the" institutions pre- 
vented the children seeing their 
parents. 

“In all these institutions the 


mothers were welcome to visit 
their children and in many cases 
the children returned home for foe 
holidays.” he said. 

“It is regrettable that in all com- 
munities. of all colours ... of all 
heritages, of all backgrounds there 
an? cases where parents ahandon 
their children." 

The court beard that Cubillo’s 
removal from her community in 
19+7 was “shrouded in mystery”, 
that she was an orphan at the time 
and there was no evidence she had 
been forced to leave her people. 

Meagher said Gunner’s mother 
bad given permission for her son to 
betaken. 

A 1997 Australian human rights 
commission report said the assimi- 
lation policy was a form of “geno- 
cide" and that victims should be 
compensated. The report listed 
physical and sexual abuse inflicted 
between the 1880s and 1960s on 
lens of thousands of Aborigines, 
some of whom were virtual slaves 
to white families. 

The bearing continues 
Wednesday. 


Pat Buchanan 
making third try 
for White House 


Defence rests in marine pilot’s 
manslaughter trial 


C.AMP LEJEUNE. North 
Carolina iAPj — Defence attor- 
neys have rested their case after 
four days of testimony designed to 
show that a marine pilot flew his 
best before his jet severed a ski 
sondola cable in Italy, killing 20 
people. 

Closing arguments were possi- 
ble late fueslty. 

CapL Richard .Ashby. 31. of 
Mission Viejo. California, is 
charged with 20 counts of involun- 
tary manslaughter and one count 
each of destroying private proper- 
ty. destroying gov eminent proper- 
ty. dereliction of duty and improp- 
er flichi planning. 

Ashbv was at the controls of foe 
EA-6B' Prowler when it hit the 
cable of foe Mount Certnis ski 
sondola on Fetv 3. I99S. near 


Cavalese. Italy*. He faces a maxi- 
mum prison sentence of 206 years 
if convicted of all charges. 

Monday, foe last defence wit- 
ness narrated a computer simula- 
tion of foe flight. Gan Wang of 
Cambridge Research Associates 
said the governments force 
sources of data used to plot foe 
flight didn't show the same path. 
Two tracks actually showed the 
radar-jamming jet flying through a 
mountain. 

Prosecutors, who presented 1 1 
days of testimony, have questioned 
several witnesses about whether 
Ashby violated flight rules by not 
using a "hot mike”, a voice-operat- 
ed system that allows foe pilot to 
talk to his crew without pressing 
the mike button. 

But air crash investigator Jeff 


Edwards testified Monday that foe 
hot mike wasn’t reliable and that 
the pilot could turn it off and easi- 
ly press, foe mike button. 

He also said his review of tests 
showed the jet’s radar altimetre 
wasn't functioning. 

In addition, a member of the 
marine investigation board testi- 
fied that Ashby’s superiors didn't 
provide all the navigation informa- 
tion he needed 

"The conduct of foe flight with 
what was available to the air crew 
was very reasonable," said Col. 
Thomas Blickatsderfer. 

Prosecutors Say Ashby was 
reckless and violated the mission's 
517-mph (827-kph) speed limit 
and 600-metre altitude restriction. 
His jet cut a cable about HO 
metres above foe valley floor. 


MANCHESTER, New 
Hampshire (AP) — Pat 
Buchanan, foe Conservative 
commentaior whose lew-bud- 
get high-voltage campaigns 
shocked the Republican estab- 
lishment in 1992 and 1996, is 
making a third run for foe 
White House. 

He was beginning Tuesday 
in New Hampshire, the first- 
in-the-nation primary state 
where he defeated eventual 
Republican nominee Bob 
Dole in 1996 and put a scare 
into President George Bush 
four years before that Ms first 
campaign swing of the 2000 
election will take him to 13 
cities in 1 1 days. 

Though Buchanan has been 
underestimated time and 
again, many Republican 
strategists believe he peaked in 
New Hampshire four years 
ago. A bustling field of like- 
minded candidates, a greater 
demand tor money, a relative- 
ly late start and doubts about 
his electability work against 
Buchanan this time. 

“I love Pat and agree with 
much of what he stands for, 
but I can’t construct a scenario 
where he has a chance to win,” 
said conservative leader Paul 
Weyrich, head of foe Free 
Congress Foundation in 
Washington. 

Buchanan, 60. took a leave 
of absence from CNN’s 
“crossfire" to run. He told 
associates he is bored with the 
television business and 
believes foe early Republican 
front-runners, Texas Gov. 
George W. Bush and Elizabeth 
Dole, are vulnerable. 

Neither has formally entered 
foe race, 

Buchanan's target audience 
is blue-collar conservatives 
who share his opposition to 
abortion, free trade, immigra- 
tion and foe Washington estab- 
lishment 


His tactic: galvanise voters 
and feed a hungry press corps, 
borrowing from his days as 
President Nixon’s speech- 
writer to stitch together sound 
bites that incite and entertain. 

Buchanan rallies “peasants 
with pitchforks,” not simply 
voters. 

Bad guys aren't just bad. 
they’re “vandals and Visig- 
oths." And while others 
engage in studious ideological 
debates, this politician wages 
“cultural wars" and “religious 
wars,” ever mounting and tid- 
ing “to the sound of foe guns.’’ 

Unlike his previous races, 
when Buchanan was the early 
alternative to the Republican 
front-runner, be will compete 
for foe support of social con- 
servatives against such names 
as former Vice President Dan 
Quayle. religious activist Gary 
Bauer, millionaire business- 
man Steve Forbes, New 
Hampshire Sen. Bob Smith 
and radio commentaior Alan 
Keyes. 

And while he weighed his 
options for 2000. Forbes. 
Bauer and Quayle attracted 
several members of the 1996 
Buchanan team. 

Republican consultant Eddie 
Mahe said Buchanan will fur- 
ther dilute foe conservative 
constituency, leaving more 
breathing room for establish- 
ment candidates such as Bush 
and Dole. 

Smith was foe first candidate 
to formally enter the race. 

Fellow Republican Lamar 
Alexander, who also ran in 
1996, will declare his candida- 
cy next week. Rep. John 
Kasich of Ohio and Sen. John 
McCain of Arizona will 
announce in the spring. 

Vice President A1 Gore and 
former New Jersey Sen. Bill 
Bradley are the only 
announced candidates for the 
Democratic nomination. 


oppose the moves by some 
countries to make an excuse 
of this situation to strengthen 
military alliances and to build 
up defense capabilities that 
exceed legitimate needs,” 
Zhu told reporters. 

“That is not conducive to 
peace and stability and may 
trigger arms races and do no 
good to no countries in the 
final analysis.” he added 

In her meetings, Albright 
told Chinese leaders that 
deploying a missile defence 
system was years away. She 
urged them to improve rela- 
tions with Taiwan and to per- 
suade Beijing’s Communist 
neighbour North Korea to 
stop developing missiles. 

Zhu reiterated that for 
China. Taiwan remains the 
most sensitive issue in 
Chinese-U.S. ties. 

Taiwan is regarded by 


Beijing as a rebel province to 
be retaken by force if neces- 
sary, but for much of the cold 
war foe island was a staunch 
U.S. ally. Despite switching 
diplomatic ties to Beijing 20 
years ago. Washington is 
obligated by law to help 
Taiwan maintain an adequate 
defence. 

Zhu warned that including 
Taiwan in a missile defence 
system or selling it other 
weapons "constituted a gross 
interference in China's inter- 
nal affaire." He further 
accused Taiwanese leaders of 
attempting “to obstruct foe 
reunification of the mother- 
land” by seeking to join the 
defence system. 

Controversies aside. Zhu 
tried to put an optimistic cast 
on preparations Albright and 
Chinese leaders made for 
Premier Zhu Rongji's April 


visit to Washington. 

He said the premier’s trip, 
coming alter the Washington 
and Beijing summits of the 
Chinese and U.S. presidents, 
was a chance to move rela- 
tions ahead. 

The spokesman attributed 
attempts to poison the atmos- 
phere to “a small number of 
people in foe United States.” 

"What they are doing does 
not serve the interests of foe 
people of the two countries 
and are doomed to failure,” be 
added. 

During her meetings, 
Albright underscored to 
Chinese leaders that criti- 
cisms of China's human 
rights record and its huge 
trade surplus with foe United 
States came from a broad 
bipartisan* consensus “in 
Congress and the Clinton 
administration. 
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U.S. President Bill Clinton pauses after shopping in Dolly’s Bookstore in Park 
City, Utah, where clerks refused to allow him to use his American Express card to 
pay for several books because it had expired. Clinton instead paid for his four 
books with cash (AFP photo) 
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Instilling a human 
rights culture 

THE NATIONAL Task Force For 
Children has just commenced a nation- 
wide media campaign on children's rights. 
The theme of the campaign, which is 
expected to run till the first week of June, 
is “We Work Together for the Rights of 
our Children, 1 " with the goal of increasing 
public awareness of children's rights. Part 
of the campaign is to hold a regional con- 
ference in March to further bolster chil- 
dren's rights as spelled out in national, 
regional and international conventions. 

Yet we know that it is one thing to talk 
about children's rights and quite another 
to do something about them. The gap 
between rhetoric and actions is as wide as 
ever when it comes to the promotion and 
protection of human rights across the 
board. Unless and until there is a clear 
political will to translate the rights of the 
child into deeds, all campaigns to high- 
light such rights would remain in the 
realm of the abstract 
So where should action begin. Of 
course in the home. This is where the for- 
mative years of a child are spent and this 
is where the respect for the human rights 
of the child must start This means that 
parents should already have an apprecia- 
tion for the culture of human rights. If the 
adult world lacks a human rights culture, 
no amount of legislation, treaties or 
rhetoric would be able to lend support to 
the national, regional and international 
campaigns for greater protection of chil- 
dren's rights. 

What we are trying to say in this context, 
is that we cannot separate children's 
human rights from the human rights of 
adults. The two sets of rights go hand-in- 
hand together and completely inter- 
twined. So as we commend the National 
Task Force for Children for spearheading 
yet another campaign to enhance chil- 
dren's rights, we remind ourselves that 
another campaign for human rights for 
adults needs to run concurrently in order 
to truly help out our young people. No 
nation has been able to protect its children 
from abuses and exploitation without first 
improving its human rights record in gen- 
eral. It is a simple fact that children are 
protected best in countries with a good 
human rights profile. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 RaTs Fahed Fanek said U.S. fighter planes are fly- 
ing illegitimately over Iraqi territory while describing 
the country's reaction against such attack as “provoca- 
tion." Fanek quoted President Bill Clinton as saying 
how sorry he felt about the strikes and how he wished 
that Iraq would stop its provocation and allow the 
UNSCOM inspectors to return. Clinton also said, 
according to Fanek. that the U.S. has proven that it 
never meant to harm Iraqi civilians. However, said 
Fanek. human rights organisations have revealed that 
last January's death loll in Iraq was “terrifying." Does 
Clinton believe that the Iraqi people only need food and 
medicine, and what does he say about banning civil avi- 
ation between Baghdad and Amman? asked the writer. 

A1 Dustour's Mazen Saket commented on the two-day 
holiday saying that it seems that the government has 
almost approved the issue. Saket said this system of 
working hours and holidays has been adopted in most 
developed countries in accordance with their economic 
and social reality as well as their capabilities. Is this 
holiday going to positively reflect on a Jordanian's pro- 
ductivity or at least preserve current levels, and how 
will the long working hours affect women labour? 
asked the writer. Saket said total refusal was the first 1 
reaction among women working in banks, so is the 
intention to ban them from working outside their homes 
or to change the nature of the Jordanian family? Taking 
a decision on this topic requires a comprehensive study 
of Jordan's social and economic reality, said Saket. 


Washington Watch 


Dr. James J. Zogby 


Mideast must be forced on agenda of 2000 U.S. elections 


WITHOUT ORGANISED politi- 
cal intervention by an Arab 
American-led coalition in the 
2000 U.S. presidential election, 
there will almost certainly be no 
substantive discussion of U.S. 
Middle East policy. 

The reason is not, as some might 
suggest, that the U.S. public has 
no interest in foreign affairs. And 
this silence is definitely not 
because U.S. Middle East policy is 
such a smashing success story. In 
fact, there has been a succession of 
largely unresolved crises in the 
Middle East that have consumed 
every U.S. administration and U.S. 
policy maker during the past 25 
years. 

During that period, the United 
States has sent more troops, sold 
more weapons, lost more lives, 
spent more money on foreign aid 
and had more vital national securi- 
ty interests at stake in the Middle 
East than in any other region of the 
world. And yet, despite this sub- 
stantial investment, fundamental 
problems have not been solved 
and the Middle East remains a tin- 
derbox ready to explode. But even 
with all of these problems and 
dangers. U.S. Middle East policy 
will not be subjected to scrutiny 
nor will candidates for the presi- 
dency debate these issues, unless 
they are forced to do so by exter- 
nal pressure. 

The reason for this is quite sim- 
ple. There has been, up until now. 


an asymmetry of power in U.S. 
politics, so that for years pro-Israel 
political pressure has not only dri- 
ven the policy debate but has dic- 
tated the parameters of allowable 
discussion. 

Candidates for public office, 
therefore, have not evaluated 
Middle East policy in terms of 
success or failure, or protecting 
U.S. interests or promoting human 
rights. In U.S. politics, the Middle 
East has been a question of 
domestic politics. When weighing 
Middle East issues or policy 
options candidates and their advi- 
sors do not ask "will this work, or 
serve U.S. interests or make peo- 
ple’s lives better?" rather they ask 
“will this hurt or help our cam- 
paign with money and votes?" or 
“will this provoke protest?" In the 
end. if the policy options consid- 
ered will make the pressure groups 
happy and be ignored by the press 
and larger public, then it can be 
considered a desirable action to 
take irrespective of its merit with 
regard to the region or U.S. inter- 
ests. The damage done to the 
region and to U.S. policy by this 
political behaviour has gone well 
beyond the denial of Palestinian 
rights. 

Israel’s supporters have attempt- 
ed to shape the entire Middle East 
debate-to force the United States 
view of broader Arab issues 
through an Israeli lens. 

As a result a clear double stan- 


dard has emerged in the way the 
United Sates has implemented its 
policy. Israel's supporters in 
Congress will force issues to the 
forefront that even undercut an' 
administration’s modest efforts to 
achieve some balance in their 
approach to the Arab Wodd. 
Recently. Congress has even taken 
steps that have hurt the peace 
process. On other occasions they 
have taken punitive measures 
against a number of Arab and 
Islamic governments and even 
taken provocative jabs at U.S. 
Arab allies in order to embarrass 
them. All the while Congress con- 
tinues to provide Israel extraordi- 
nary amounts of aid and benefits 
while shielding it from scrutiny 
and criticism. 

While the prospects for change 
appear to be hopeless when looked 
at from the perspective of politics 
in Washington, there are signifi- 
cant changes taking place in U.S. 
public opinion that can be 
mobilised in a national election. 
This could create a new dynamic 
that could help force a change in 
the Middle East debate. 

If left alone, the situation will 
most certainly not change. 
Candidates will respond only to 
the pressure they feel and the pub- 
lic will not rise up spontaneously 
to demand a new direction in U.S. 
Middle East policy. If left alone, 
any political discussion of the 
Middle East by candidates will 


only occur within the parameters 
allowed by pro-Israel forces, ror 
example, conservative right- 
wingers and some “liberals might 
seek to challenge the current 
Administration's position on 
Middle East issues by chiding 
them for. not moving the U-£>. 
embassy to Jerusalem, not doing 
enough to remove Saddam, not 
doing enough to stop terrorism or 
being "too soft on Arafat." In other 
words, what is allowable is to be 
more hard-line than the current 
U.S. policy. What is not allowable 
is to criticise current U.S. policy 
for already being too pro-Israel. 
Even though public opinion polls 
are showing that most Americans 
have developed a more balanced 
view of Middle East issues than 
the current policy debate would 
reflect, the public does not chal- 
lenge this nonsense, they tune it 

out. . 

The only way to move the debate 
forward is an' intensive mobilisa- 
tion effort to galvanise public 
opinion on a few critical Middle 
East issues — where U.S. interests 
are directly at stake — to organise 
this opinion and to bring it into the 
electoral process to directly chal- 
lenge the candidates and the press 
to be accountable for their policy 
decisions. In 1988 we undertook 
such an effort. We organised Arab 
Americans and other allies to run 

or JaUnntac In find 


lions across the United States. In 
ten states we had elected a suffi- 
cient number of delegates to pass 
resolutions at the conventions call- 
in 0 for "Palestinian Statehood." 

fn addition, in Iowa, the home of 
the presidential year's first contest 
we organised demonstrations 
against "presidential candidates 
who refused to condemn Israel s 
brutal crackdown on the “intifa- 
da." After a few weeks, national 
news reporters who had witnessed 
our demonstrations began to ask 
the candidates to comment on our 
demands. Before long questions 
regarding our concerns were being 
asked of the candidates during 
their pre-election debates. By the 
time we reached die National 
Democratic Convention, our 
effort which had its home in Jesse 
Jackson’s presidential campaign, 
had amassed enough strength to 
pass a number of plarform planks 
on Middle East issues and to hold 
the first ever national debate on 
Palestinian rights in the heart of 
the Democratic convention. Such 
a debate is. I believe, desperately- 
needed this year as well. The can- 
didates and parties must be chal- 
lenged. the public must be 
mobilised and the “deadly silence" 
that has stifled discussion of U.S. 
Middle East policy must be ended. 

It can be done. Bul I believe it 


Israel’s elections set unique precedents 


Ry Kenneth W. Stein 

ISRAEL'S ELECTION campaign 
for the 15th Knesset and prime min- 
ister is like none other in Israel’s 
history. Barring an unlikely war 
with die Arab World or some 
heinous physical violence perpetrat- 
ed against Israelis, the dominant 
election issue will not be the Arab- 
Israeli peace process. The election 
will be a referendum on economic 
promises not kept, wrenching 
domestic and social issues, the 
incumbent prime minister's style, 
and an across the board decline in 
foreign relations. There are other 
firsts. 

Tones and pace for managing 
relations with the Arab World differ, 
but Likud, Labour, and centrist 
party leaders reflect similar basic 
views: the West Bank and Gaza will 
be shared with the Palestinians, a 
way needs to be found to leave 
southern Lebanon quickly, negotia- 
tions with Syria should be restarted, 
and Israel must retain security con- 
trol over Jerusalem as an undivided 
city. 

A gnawing 9 per cent unemploy- 
ment rate persists; Israel's annual 
growth rate has slowed from 6 per 
cent to 2 per cent annually. A stri- 
dently antagonistic segment of the 
ultra-orthodox community has 
openly slandered supreme court jus- 
tices and challenged the legitimacy 
of the secular supreme court to 


make judgements it believes are 
heavenly defined. A churning anger 
envelops many Israelis because 
while their daughters and sons do 
obligatory army service, exemp- 
tions are easily obtained for stu- 
dents who are engaged in religious 
study. Matters of rabbinical control 
over civil procedure — divorce, 
inheritance, marriage — so long 
bubbling beneath the surface have 
erupted with unrestrained passion. 
Israel's diplomatic relations with 
Europe, many Arab and Muslim 
states, and with the United States 
has deteriorated since Bibi 
Netanyahu's election in May 1996. . 

Several months prior to Israel’s 
last election, .four bombs were 
exploded by Palestinian extremists. 
They severely hurt the election 
chances of Shimon Peres, the 
incumbent Labour Party prime min- 
ister. So far, neither the Palestinian 
community nor other Arab stales 
have done or said much to influence 
Israeli voters. Arafat has suddenly 
grown speechless about declaring 
an independent state on May 4, 
1999. He does not want to create 
anxiety among Israeli voters, 
though he may not be able to con- 
trol an outbreak of violence or 
attacks against Israelis. In the days 
and months prior to the 1988, 1992, 
and 1996 Israeli elections, when 
such dreadful acts occurred, the 
incumbent in office was blamed. 

Approximately 4.5 million 


Israelis are eligible to vote in the 
May 17 elections. Again, as they did 
for the first time in the 1996 elec- 
tions, Israeli voters will cast sepa- 
rate ballots for prime minister and 
for their favourite political party list 
For example, it is possible for some- 
one to vote for the Labour Party but 
also vote for Bibi Netanyahu as 
prime minister. All polls indicate 
that none of the major party candi- 
dates for prime minister will receive 
the absolute majority needed to 
avoid a run off. Therefore, this will 
likely be Israel's first election where 
die parliamentary election results 
are known before the prime minis- 1 
ter is chosen. In essence, the cam- 
^paign conducted for the scheduled 
May 17 Knesset election, may dif- 
fer dramatically in content and tone 
in the run-off election for prime 
minister scheduled for June 1 . 

Any party that receives 1-5 per 
cent of the total vote will be repre- 
sented in the parliament; in the last 
elections it took approximately 
19.000 plus votes for a party to 
secure a seat in the 120-member 
parliament. In the 1996 elections, 
there were more than a dozen par- 
ties that presented party lists for the 
Knesset; so far more than 30 parties 
have registered to participate in the 
May 17 elections. 

This is the first Israeli election in 
which a major party prime ministe- 
rial candidate, Yitzhak Mordechai, 
is of Sepharcti (Iraqi) Jewish origin. 


Across the political spectrum, polit- 
ical parties have dispatched worn- 
out politicians and elevated fresh 
candidates to higher positions on 
party lists. In the run up to the 1996 
elections at least three would be 
prime ministerial candidates, Rafael 
eitan, David Levy, and Ariel Sharon 
withdrew their candidacies and 
were coopted by the Likud Party; 
parties have until March 30 to 
adjust their party lists, so additional 
mergers can be expected. After that, 
the real campaigning begins. 

More than any other prime minis- 
ter in Israel's history, the perfor- 
mance record, leadership style, and 
character of the sitting prime minis- 
ter is a principal issue- in this cam- 
paign. Netanyahu has been as scru- 
tinised, vilified, and jostled by all 
shades of the Israeli media. His 
leadership style has significantly 
influenced political party formation. 
Former ministers are running 
against him: former Science 

Minister Beoi Begin is heading his 
own right-wing party, former 
Defence and Finance Ministers 
Mordechai and Meridor have estab- 
lished their own centrist party, and 
former Foreign Minister Levy is 
poised to join the Labour Party. 

Unprecedented possibilities exist 
because tire parliament will be 
elected on May 17 but perhaps not 
the prime minister. The campaign 
for the Knesset is likely to be more 
issue oriented; if there is a run-off 


for prime minister, it will be laden 
with nasty personal accusations. Its 
central theme is likely to be ; Do 
you want four more years of 
Netanyahu? 

In the two weeks between the 
Knesset election and the run-off. a 
particular candidate for prime min- 
ister could indicate the names of 
ministerial appointments in his pro- 
posed cabinet. A sophisticated 
Israeli electorate will do their own 
math and generate permutations for - 
who will lead what ministry. With • 
issues of religion and state increas- 
ingly acrid, the prime ministerial 
candidate who promises appoint- 
ments that will limit or expand reli- 
gious influence over daily life could 
sway voters. Verbal promises made 
to constituencies like the Russian 
immigrants. Israeli Arabs, or others 
could also make a difference in the 
outcome. For the first time the 
Israeli voter may be able to analyse 
and evaluate the proposed govern- 
mental teams and their promises, 
and then choose an appropriate 
political quarterback. 

The writer is the William E. Schatlen 
Professor of Contemporary Middle 
Eastern History and Israeli Studies at 
Emory University. His next hook. 
Heroic Diplomacy: Sadat. Kissinger. 
Carter. Begin and the Question for 
Arab-Israel Peace will he published by 
Routledge this summer. 


Don’t expect miracles 

TIME SWINGS by so fast. So fast that we can’t achieve what 
we want for our future. People are waiting for a miracle to hap- 
pen. They think that our new King has a hidden treasure to pass 
along to each and everyone of us or that he has a magic wand to 
wave and change the universe into a more suitable and comfort- 
able place for ail of us to Jive in. 

Well, wake up everyone and smell the roses. There is no treat, 
treasure, or magic wand that His Majesty can use. We the peo- 
ple have the power to change our lives. If you are willing to give 
only then will you receive. By sitting on your backside you win 
achieve zilch. To speculate about the future when you are not 
doing anything towards making it better is a waste of your time. 

The late King Hussein always referred to us as the “Jordanian 
family." We believed that (Jordanian family) embodied other 
variables that make up the family infrastructure. Some of the 
ideals it includes are cooperation, self-sacrifices, ethics, morals, 
high standards, integrity, principles and contributions from each 
and every member of lire "Jordanian family." 

In other words our new beloved King Abdullah will not be per- 
forming miracles solving our problems. We must, as any family 
unit, make a contribution towards our future. Then and only then 
will we feel that we have earned the title given to us as a 
“Jordanian family." A strong and united Jordan requires a strong 
commitment from us all. 


JaneJudeh 

Amman 


A decade of peace 

IN EVERY country in the world, there are children silent- 
ly suffering the consequences of violence, causing enor- 
mous harm and suffering to children at every level of soci- 
ety. 

This violence takes many forms. Between children 
themselves, on the street, at school, in the family and in 
the community. There is physical violence, psychological 
violence, socio-economic violence, environmental vio- 
lence and political violence. Many children — too many 
children — live in a "culture of violence." 

All human rights reject violence and endeavour to pre- 
vent conflict by tackling its root causes to solve problems 
through dialogue and negotiation guaranteeing for all the 
full exercise of their rights and the means to participate 


Letters to the editor 

freely in the development of their society. 

The international community with the support of more 
than forty countries has adopted a resolution to make the 
year 2000 an “International Year for a Culture of Peace and 
Non-Violence" and the first decade of the next centuiy 
(2001-2011) the ‘International Decade for Culture of 
Peace And Non-Violence for the Children of the World.’’ 
This is an international decade for peace and non-vio- 
lence for the children of the world. It is the beginning of a 
new Millennium. Let's assist the efforts of the internation- 
al community to foster peace, harmony, respect for human 
rights, democracy and development throughout the world. 

Mohannad Abu Jaber 
Non-Violence Gronp 
Tel/Fax: 5682243 
Amman 


Legacy of a safe haven 

AS WE reach the end of the millennium, we still witness in 
many parts of the world human rights activists striving to 
secure the very basic human rights of civic equality and 
end to racial discrimination. 

In Jordan, at the dawn of the 20th century, peaceful coex- 
istence and equality among its inhabitants of different 
descents was and still -is manifest in an environment led by 
a very humane regime. This reality cannot be better sup- 
ported than by those Jordanians of Armenian origin who 
were fortunate enough to find themselves in a country very 
poor in tangible resources yet a safe haven in a time when 
human suffering prevailed worldwide. 

Under wise leadership, Armenians’ civic rights were 
immediately safeguarded and continued to witness a life of 
tolerance, coexistence and diversity which was further con- 
solidated during the reign of His Majesty King Hussein, 
the King who embodied these values and represented safe- 
ty and secure shelter for all Jordanians of Armenian origin. 
This is a reality which must contribute to enhancing the 
human rights record of Jordan. 

My late father Manuel Mentzhagopian. who served as 
Mayor of the Armenian Community in Jordan in general 
and the Catholic Armenian Community in particular during 
1952-1998, spent his lifetime like every Jordanian citizen 
of Armenian origin, keeping a low profile for he opted to 
reciprocate the humane reception he received over the 


years tty both the Jordanian people and the Hashemite 
leadership. His belief was that a modest kins like King 
Hussein deserves at least to be served with modesty. 

King Hussein has joined his Creator the Almishty, and 
we are most confident that His Majesty's legacy" of coex- 
istence, tolerance, religious and racial diversity will live 
on under the leadership of His Majesty Kine Abdullah U. 

May the soul of King Hussein be ever blessed bv Divine 
Providence. 

Madline Mentzhagopian (Nibzakobian) and family 

Jubeiha 


Letter of condolence 

° Ur sympathies at the pass- 

Sfl Itn * Maje 5 V Kin ? ^sein. Like you. we also 
feel deep sorrow at the loss of such a great leader kin". 

vtMonaiy and earing man of love and peace. 

Jordan °snH n h ,1SheSt re ®? r< * His Majesty's achievements in 
Jordan and his tremendous efforts for humanity in the 
region and throughout the world. ^ 

* e for J tl ’ e stren ?th of Jordan, for His Majesty Kina 
Abdullah, and for the leadership of rhe counm Wepmv 

we family. We ho^rS 

fum™as Jn?H ead w,th ™ ura ge and torsi for the 1 

SumiS U Si„X US thr ° USh hlS ° f 

As King Hussein has now ennp m uv u , 

to help the needy and to further , lS exampIe 

love in the world. he uuse of P cace ^ 

We offer our heartfelr condolences and prayers. 

The Family International 

P-O. Box 921857 j£ 
Amman 
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By Teresa Poole 

I VE HEARD that when they first go 
to university, some only children can’t 
do anything, even wash their own 
clothes ” said 20-year-old Li Yuening, 
an undergraduate at Tianjin city’s 
Nankai University. “But if their par- 
ents have been educated, they won’t 
spoil their child so much ” 

Her classmate. Liu Lu. 19, agreed: 
“In most one-child families, the par- 
ents lived through the Cultural Revo- 
lution. They lost so much during that 
period that they want to regain it all 
through their child. So they some- 
times spend too much money, and 
maybe it makes the child a little self- 
ish." 

These two young women, both only 
children, are the product of one of the 
most brutal exercises in social engi- 
neering ever seen. Two decades ago, 
in 1979, the Chinese Communist 
Party launched its controversial “one- 
child-family” policy. In total, China 
now has 65 million only children, 
almost all of whom live in urban 
areas, where the “one child policy" 
has meant just that. 

The first only children bom under 
this regime — such as Li and Liu — 
have now reached adulthood. Mean- 
while. the younger generation grow- 
ing up in China is characterised as 
pampered and spoilt “Little Emper- 
ors.” 

In rural areas, home to 70 per cent of 
Chinese, the policy since the mid- 
Eighties has increasingly allowed a 
second child, particularly if the first 
was a girl. But the traditional desire 
for sons and large families remains 
stubborn. 

As the old saying puts it “A married 
daughter is like splashed water” — 
i.e., a waste (female infanticide 
always was a problem in imperial 
China). Family planning rules have 
exacerbated this age-old preference 
for male offspring, assisted by ultra- 
sound technology and selective abor- 
tion. The result is an unnaturally high 
proportion of baby boys, building a 
store of social pressures for the future. 

There is much debate inside China 
on all these questions. It is also diffi- 
cult to separate the impact of manda- 
tory family planning from the sweep 
of economic and social reforms dur- 
ing the same 20-year period. For 
instance, almost any child growing up 1 
now. with or without siblings, is mas- 
sively spoilt compared to youngsters 
before 1979. 

The Chinese government claims that 
the population" is 300 million lower 


China’s spoilt little emperors 

Twenty years ago Peking launched its one child family policy. Result: 65 million pampered only children 


than it would have been without the 
one-child policy, although part of that 
trend would have occurred anyway 
with economic development The 
steepest decline in the crude birth rate 
in fact took place before the policy 
was introduced, falling from 33.4 per 
1,000 in 1970, to 18.25 in 1978, and 
16.57 in 1997. If you look at the aver- 
age number of children a woman 
bears, this fell from 5.8 in 1970. to 
about 1.9 nowadays (with the figure 
for urban residents below 1.3). 

That still leaves more than 20 mil- 
lion babies bom each year in China, 
and China's population, now 1.3 bil- 
lion, is forecast to peak around 2050 
at 1.6 billion. By then, the second 
major impact will be evident: a quar- 
ter of China's population will be over 
60 years-old — hence the urgency of 
developing the country's nascent pen- 
sions and social insurance system. 

By that time, the imbalance in the 
rural sex ratio may also have caused 
problems, as tens of millions of Chi- 
nese farmers fail to find wives. When 
Nature is left to herself, J 06 boys are 
bom for every 1 00 girl babies. 

According to Chinese figures, the 
sex ratio for first-bom babies is basi- 
cally normal, but rises alarmingly 
with each subsequent child: 121:100 
for second-boms, 1 24 for third-boms, 
and 131 for fourth babies, according 
to the 1990 census. 

“For the later babies, they know they 
have to pay a fine” said Xie Zhen- 
tning, at the China Population Infor- 
mation & Research Centre, “so they 
don’t want to leave things to chance.” 
(This is not true in ethnic minority 
areas, such as Tibet, where there is no 
bias against girl babies.) 

Xie’s survey of Zhejiang province, 
in east China, highlighted the social 
reasons for the imbalance between the 
number of girls and boys. In the north, 
well-developed co-operative indus- 
tries were able to provide pensions, 
health care, and even funeral costs to 
support the elderly without sons. In 
the south there was no such provision, 
agricultural work needed men, and the 
social pressures to continue the fami- 
ly line were much stronger. 

While the Chinese countryside is 
mired in traditional prejudices, 
China’s cities are awash with well- 
dressed. doted-upon only children — 

• and no one stems "sure whether this is 
good or bad. At Nankai University, a 
*• group* of eight students, -dll drily Chil- 
dren from various cities, took 
umbrage at the general notion that 
their generation would exhibit prob- 
lems. compared with children with 


siblings. 

“We do not feel any obvious differ- 
ences between us," said 20-year-old Ji 
Fei. (For this Nankai year, about half 
are only children.) “Some people say 
the only child sometimes does not 
know how to care about other people’s 
feelings. All of us know how to care 
about others, to be tolerant, to be lov- 
ing.” Zhao Xiaoyu, 20, added: ^3nly 
children long for communication with 
others, because when they are young, 
they feel alone.” Even the shock of the 
six-person dormitories, after a child- 
hood with the luxury of their own 
bedrooms was bearable, they said. 
“We have no choice, so we must get 
used to it and find interest in it,” said 
19-year-old Nie Tmg. 

China’s generation of urban only 
children do not seem to revel in their 
singular position. “I would have liked 
a brother or a sister, it would have 
been interesting,” said Siqing Gaowa, 
20. at Nankai. “I want to have a broth- 
er, because if he is older he can pro- 
tect me. and if younger I will not feel 
lonely. And when I go to college, my 
younger brother would stay with my 
parents,” said Nie. 

These young adults were raised 
before China's 1990s boom, so their 
parents had less opportunity to lavish 
them with material goods. On the 
train back to Peking, 1 met four Chi- 
nese boys on a school trip, all only 
children aged between 11 and 13, 
from the north-east city of Jinzhou. 
Did they ever feel they were spoilt? 
“Yes,” they chorused, gleefully. 
“Whatever is good to eat, my mother 
gets for me," said 12-year-old Zhang 
Xi, who was at least two stone over- 
weight. Here, perhaps, were some of 
China’s famed “Little Emperors,” 
whose parents had just spent about 
two weeks' average wages sending 
their precious ones on a four-day edu- 
cational visit to Tianjin and Peking. 

China’s government is well aware of 
the potential social pitfalls of its fam- 
ily planning policy, but also points to 
some obvious advantages of being an 
only child. Fu Zongbi, a family edu- 
cation expert at the Women’s Federa- 
tion. said: ‘The family is better off 
and they can devote more resources to 
an only child. The only child has a 
wider range of knowledge and a high- 
er level of intelligence. The parents 
’ have enough time arid energy to spend " 
on education for the kids.” Since, the 
early 1980s, China has run parenting 
classes for adults, with emphasis in 
the cities on how not to spoil only 
children, but also on not overloading 
them with pressure to perform. 



A young Chinese girl gets the royal treatment as she and another child are trotted around a 
Beijing park in a sheep-drawn buggy. Since China adopted its one-child policy some two 
decades ago, Chinese parents have pampered their single children with so much affection 
and indulged their fondness for junk food that a new breed of spoiled and overweight chil- 
dren, called the new little emperors/ has parents spending all their time and money to keep 
therfi happy (afp photo) 


Plenty of other, bigger, surveys 
point to a more complicated picture. 
Materially-speaking, spending on 
children is certainly huge, accounting 
for up to one-third of total family 
income in the big cities. 

A study of middle-school students 
in Hubei province found that at 
■kindergarten and primary school, only 
children were mentally and physically 
superior to those with siblings, but 
that their behaviour was worse. How- 
ever, by middle school, those differ- 
ences in character had disappeared. 
On psychological ratings, against 
expectations, loneliness was more of a 
problem among those with siblings. 

Part of the reason may be that Chi- 
nese urban children often attend full- 
time kindergarten from as young as 
three years old. Older urban children 
are also routinely sent to summer 
camps or quasi-military training. Luo 
Xubin, at the Young Pioneer Centre's 
Department of Social Activity, said: 


“Last summer, we organised 300 or 
400 children from Peking to go to a 
military base in Hebei province. That 
was a kind, of hardship camp. At the 
base, the children learned to take care 
of their daily life, the dormitory, had 
military training, held bonfire parties, 
and fished in the streams. It lasted five 
days. Getting out of the family, the- 
children could use their own initia- 
tive” 

The more worrying social problem 
probably comes from the huge pres- 
sure which parents these days put on 
their only children. Fu quoted a sur- 
vey in counties and towns in Jiangsu 
province which found that one-third 
of five-year-olds were already learn- 
ing musical instruments, something 
which Chinese parents believe will 
increase their child’s intelligence. In 
Peking, at the China Children's Cen- 
tre. which is run by the Women’s Fed- 
eration. expensive piano lessons are 
on offer. “We have several hundred 


students learning the piano," said one 
staff member. “If the parents keep 
coming with the child, then the child 
continues to learn... However, more 
than half drop out after one or two 
years.” 

A little-known fact is that, under 
China's family planning rules, these 
only children' if they marry another 
only child, will be permitted to have 
two children. 

Cong Jun, a senior official at the 
State Family Planning Commission, 
whose only child is now 2 1 . said: “We 
find that when our people are better 
educated, they tend not to have chil- 
dren at all. It's- a change of attitude to 
marriage and child-bearing. The 
young people in the cities now. a lot of 
them do not want to have any chil- 
dren. “But I can tell you, I really want 
to have two grandchildren!" 


— The Guardian 
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Japanese fund 
trips to sex shops 


By Sachiko Kinoshita 

Agence France Presse 

A JAPANESE scheme to res- 
cue the economy with a 
multi-biliion-dollar shopping 
voucher give-away is inadver- 
tently funding free trips to sex 
shops, industry members said 
Monday. 

The unintended side-effecL 
of the government scheme 
has been welcomed by some 
sex industry workers. But at 
least one local authority has 
now banned use of the 
coupons in red-light districts. 

Shops authorised to accept 
the coupon display a special 
“approved by the city office” 
sticker Issued by the local 
authority- 

"Yes. we’ve got it (the stick- 
er).” said the manager of 
Marine Boy. a gay sex shop in 
the racy Tokyo district of 
Shinjuku. 

“I don’t expect to get good 
sales from iL 1 just want the 
publicity' because I heard that 
several other sex shops had 
applied for iL 1 thought why 
not?" he added. 

At a nearby sex massage 
parlour, the assistant manager 
said on condition of anonymi- 
ty ; “We applied for it and we 
got a sticker from Shinjuku 
wani We will accept the 
coupon from today.' 

This wasn't quite the result 
expected when die novel 
scheme to stimulate stagnant 
domestic demand was 
launched this year, giving 
coupons worth a total 20,000 
yen i$!73» for each eligible 

person. 

The coupons, each worth 
1 ,000 yen. are issued by local 
eovemments with their own 

designs — some with car- 

100 ns and others more formal 
— under a government 
scheme worth a total 770 bil- 


lion yen. 

They go to households with 
children aged 15 or younger 
and to bed-ridden and low- 
income people aged 65 or 
older — a total of about 35 
million people — and must 
be spent in the local area with- 
in six months. 

An official of the Shinjuku 
ward autl lenity said stickers 
authorising use of the shop- 
ping coupons had been sent to 
7,000-10-8,000 shops. 

“Basically we gave each 
shop (that applied) a sticker. 
We don’t kriow r how many 
sex shops applied ... but I am 
sure there are some. We don’t 
discriminate if an applicant 
owns a sex service shop.” 

likewise in Tokyo’s Toshi- 
ma wani a local government 
official said the authorising 
stickers had been issued to 
5,700 shops for its coupons, 
which are to be distributed 
March 10. 

“I’m sure it must include 
some sex shops,” he said. 

But the authorities of west- 
ern Tokyo’s Taitou-Ku ward 
have damped down on the 
sex industry, barring the use 
of coupons in its historic red- 
light district of Yoshiwara. 

“The coupons are supposed 
to tighten economic bur- 
den for residents. Sex shops 
and the sex industry are not 
suitable places to use them.” 
said a Taitou official. 

Analysts have derided the 
shopping coupon scheme as a 
desperate attempt to save the 
economy, saying people will 
simply use the voucher? and 
save the cash they would oth- 
erwise have spent. 


Legendary swindler inspires chaotic Russia 


By Adam Tanner 

Reuters 

SEVENTY YEARS after he first made 
his mark as a fast-thinking swindler, 
Ostap Bender is alive and well, at the 
heart of a long series of dubious deals and 
outright theft that have flourished in post- 
Soviet Russia. 

When millions of Russians lost their 
money in pyramid schemes in the early 
1990s, Ostap was there. When the gov- 
ernment defaulted on its bonds last year, 
Ostap laughed at how easily investors 
were fooled. When the West saw much of 
its food aid stolen in 1992-93, Ostap mar- 
velled at how simple it was. 

The exploits of the dashing but touch- 
ingly naive con-artist, who travelled 
through far-flung Russian towns and vil- 
lages artfully ripping off the locals, made 
the 1927 novel “The Twelve Chairs" one 
of Russia's best-loved books. 

Yet these days be has become more than 
just a character from fiction. 

To many Russians, the spirit of Ostap 
Bender is the driving force behind the 
country’s “Wild West” capitalism. 

The book by satirists Ilya Ilf and Yevge- 
ny Petrov, in which Ostap searches for 
diamonds stashed inside one of a set of 12 
missing chairs, serves as a sort of guide- 
book to Russia today. 

“Ostap Bender is kind of a symbol of 
this anarchy and will to survive.” Boris 
Fyodorov, a former deputy prime minister 
and chief tax collector, told Reuters. 

Fyodorov estimated that all but one per- 
cent of Russians, following Ostap’s tradi- 
tion, try to skirt the rules. 

In the novel. Ostap hunts down the 
chairs one by one using a mixture of 
charm and deceiL His ultimate goal is to 
get enough money to go to Brazil — 
although he never makes it that far. 

The book is set during the period of the 
new economic policy (NEP) in the 1920s, 
a brief and rambunctious experiment with 
capitalist policies that followed the Bol- 
shevik revolution. 

“It's basically about an adventure in a 
free country, and that's why it was so 
popular during the Soviet times," said 
Fyodorov, whose 1 99S efforts to boost tax 
collection fell victim to well-respected 
traditions of deceiving the government 

The post-Soviet privatisation of public 
assets provided similar opportunities to 
follow Ostap’s adage of “respecting the 
criminal code" while exploiting loop- 


holes and human weaknesses for self- 
gain. 

“We can see this character especially in 
the period of turmoil and upheaval when 
there are more opportunities to express 
yourself,” said book publisher Igor 
Zakharov. 

Grigory Yavlinsky, a candidate for pres- 
ident in the 2000 election and head of the 
liberal Yabloko Party, said the vast web of 
lingering Soviet ways made Ostap-style 
cons easy. 

“The book of Hf and Petrov is about the 
absurdity of the previous system, and the 
previous system is still in place,” he said 
in an interview. “While the Soviet system 
is in place, Ostap Bender is still in place.” 
The government's major effort to undo 
the Soviet system — privatisation — 
mobilised a new army of Ostaps as well- 
connected insiders snapped up state 
assets at often ridiculously low prices. A 
new class of Russian “oligarchs" was 
bom. 

Ordinary Russians, meanwhile, 
received privatisation vouchers which pri- 
vatisation mastermind Anatoly Chubais 
promised would be worth as much as a 
car. Some swapped them for a bottle of 
vodka. Others put them in big-talking 
investment funds which collapsed, leav- 
ing them without enough to buy even 
tyres. 

The widespread corruption and shady 
deals that rose in the era of privatisation 
have prompted some sociologists to 
describe Russia as a kleptocracy, or “gov- 
ernment of thieves". 

The big cou Ostap is not above using 
charitable fund-raising for his own gain, a 
type of scheme that is practised far and 
wide today. 

In the novel, he gathers some well-off 
townspeople for a secret meeting of the 
“Union of the sword and plough". Using 
hints of an anti-government conspiracy, 
he raises significant sums for homeless 
children. He promptly pockets the cash. 

These days some charitable organisa- 
tions for athletes and Afghan war veter- 
ans have won similar reputations by using 
tax breaks on imported cigarettes and 
liquor. 

The “union of the sword and plough" 
episode also contains another familiar 
theme. Ostap promises ‘‘the West will 
help us.” 

‘"This belief, as Ostap Bender said, that 
'the West will help us’ that there will be 
Western investment and enrichment — 


‘The widespread 
corruption and 
shady deals that 
rose in the era of 
privatisation have 
prompted some 
sociologists to 
describe Russia 
as a kleptocracy, 
or ‘government of 
thieves” 


there won’t be anything of the kind,” 
Deputy Atomic Energy Minister Bulat 
Nigmatulin told a recent news confer- 
ence. 

“Imagine that you had $1 million. 
Would you really bring them here with 
the risk of losing them?” Yet the West did 
invest, lend — and has yet to recover — 
tens of billions of dollars in Russia in the 

1990s. 

Yavlinsky credited Chubais, who in 
1 998 was Russia’s chief loan negotiator, 
with Ostapian talents in winning billions 
in International Monetary Fund loans last 
summer. 

“Maybe Ostap Bender is a good exam- 
ple to explain the relations between 
Chubais and the IMF," he said. 

Billions of dollars in loans had melted 
away by last August when the govern- 
ment defaulted on its GKO treasury bills 
and devalued the rouble. Much of the 
banking system became insolvent, parting 
millions of Russians from their funds. 

“It was the government that was playing 


the game of Ostap Bender and not the 
banks ” said Vyacheslav Nikonov, head of 
the Politika Fund, a think tank. “The reac- 
tion was ‘what could you expect from the 
government or the banks?’” Much as the 
government with its high-yielding T- 
Bills, Ostap also promises easy wealth to 
the citizens of Noviye Vasyuki. 

Posing as a chess grandmaster, he said 
he would organise an “inter-planetary 
chess congress” in their backwater town. 

When he is unmasked — Ostap can 
barely play chess — he ridicules the 
locals for their naive trust; a humiliation 
1998 depositors felt when their banks 
froze their accounts. 

“Fools." Ostap told an angry crowd as 
he escaped. “I don't think ~that a chess 
grandmaster would visit such idiots as 
you.” Showing that Ostap has penetrated 
the minds of the highest ranks in the gov- 
ernment. Prime Minister Yevgeny Pri- 
makov recalled the chess scene in tele- 
vised comments this month while calling 
for an orderly parliamentary election later 
this year. 

“During the election campaign let's 
move the pieces on the chessboard. It 
would be worse if you stand up and, like 
Ostap Bender perhaps, throw the chess- 
board at the head of your opponent sitting 
opposite you.” he said. 

Such brazenness, combined with a con- 
siderable capacity to charm, has made 
Ostap a beloved figure, especially those 
who came of age during the Soviet era. 

One fan is Klrsan Ilvumzhinov. gover- 
nor of the tiny southern region of 
Kalmykia and head of the International 
Chess Federation, who has set up an 
entire region called “City Chess” with a 
complex for chess tournaments. 
Dyunizhinov proudly nicknamed it 
Noviye Vasyuki. Kalmykia’s main city 
even has an Ostap Bender boulevard and 
a monument to the swindler. 

Actor Archil Gomiashvili, who played 
Ostap in a classic Soviet-era film of “The 
12 Chairs.” said it is unfair to tar Ostap's 
name with the audacious crimes of 
today’s Russia. 

“If Ostap Bender saw what is happening 
in Russia, he would not go out on the 
street, he would be so afraid." he said in 
an interview in his “Golden Ostap” 
restaurant in Moscow. “Ostap Bender 
would never have thought of such things. 

“He would not leave people without a 
crust of bread as the government has 
today.’’ 
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Islamic summit calls for state controls to 
ensure effective functioning of market economy 


DHAKA (AFP) — Leaders 
of eight mainly Islamic 
developing nations Tues- 
day ended a two-day sum- 
mit here with calls for state 
controls to guard against 
free-market excesses. 

But the “Dhaka Declara- 
tion'* issued by 
Bangladesh, Egypt. 
Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, 
Nigeria, Pakistan and 
Turkey warned against 
reversing the trend of 
increasing globalisation. 

“For the effective func- 
tioning of the market econ- 
omy, governments must 
play a positive role in the 
development and manage- 
ment of international finan- 


cial institutions, systems 
and infrastructure.” it said. 

The 33-point statement 
also voiced concern over 
the alleged lack of respons- 
es by international institu- 
tions “to implement the 
many proposals" made in 
the wake of the global 
financial crisis. 

It added that there was “a 
compelling need for 
reforms to guard against 
possible recurrence of such 
crises as well as new 
threats of instability and 
protectionism... 

“While we acknowledged 
the benefits of globalisa- 
tion. it is important to 
recognise its accompany- 


ing risks of destabilisation 
and increased inequality 
between developed and 
developing countries ... and 
within countries.” 

The declaration was 
issued by leadens and offi- 
cials of the “Developing 
Eight” (D-Sl nations 
including Turkish Presi- 
dent Suleyman Demirel. 
prime ministers Nawaz 
Sharif of Pakistan, 
Mahathir Mohammed of 
Malaysia and Sheikh Hasi- 
na Wajed of Bangladesh, 
and Iranian Vice President 
Hassan Habibie. 

The leaders earlier Tues- 
day held informal talks 
during a river cruise near 


the bustling Bangladeshi 
capital. The “Dhaka Decla- 
ration" was issued after 
they returned to Dhaka. 

The D-S was founded in 
1997 in Istanbul to boost 
economic ties among its 
largely Muslim member 
countries. The Dhaka sum- 
mit was due in November 
but was put off due to 
floods which ravaged 
Bandadcvh. 


D-8 members represent 
13.5 per cent of the world’s 
population but only four 
per cent of global trade 
despite possessing rich 
resources, including 12 per 
cent of global oil reserves 
and 21 per cent of gas 
reserves. 

The “Dhaka Declaration" 
also called for cooperation 
within member countries in 
such fields ns agriculture. 


aquaculture, environment 
as well as energy. 

It appeared to echo some 
of the known views of 
Mahathir, who along with 
his Pakistani counterpart 
warned during the opening 
session ou Monday against 
unchecked globalisation. 

The next D-8 summit is 
lo be held in Bgypi in 2001. 
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World Bank: Social cost of crisis 
will outlast return to growth 


BANGKOK (AFP) — A 
modest return to growth 
forecast for some of 
Asia's pulverised 

economies will have little 
immediate impact on Che 
crushing social problems 
inflicted by the financial 
crisis, the World Bank 
says. 

As the currency volatili- 
ty of 1997 in Thailand, 
South Korea and Indone- 
sia blossomed into a full- 
blown economic crisis it 
triggered a devastating 
wave of social ills. 

Rising unemployment 
meant a sharp drop in 
standards of living for 
many people and hit 
health care, education and 
social services, according 
to a recent report by the 
Manila-based Asian 
Development Bank 
(ADB). 

That suffering will not 
simply evaporate when 
hammered economies 
struggle back to their feet. 
World Bank Vice-Presi- 
dent Jean-Michel Severi- 
no told AFP. 

“There is a lag between 
the moment at which 
growth starts to resume 
and the moment at which 
it starts to show in the real 
lives of people,” he said. 

“Especially as even with 
additional growth in the 
coming months and next 
year, we’ll see the impact 
of the layoffs created by 
the unavoidable restruc- 
turing of the corporate 
sector,” said Severino in 
Bangkok after a World 
Bank conference on die 
social impact of the crisis. 

‘This is something that 
the economies of Asia 
have to go through and it 
is virtually impossible to 


get around that,” he said. 
“So we expect that the 
coming months, even if 
we see growth again it 
will still be difficult.” 

South Korea said that 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) was expected to 
grow two per cent this 
year. Thailand's latest 
agreement with the IMF 
predicts growth will 
return in the second quar- 
ter of 1998. 

And Indonesia, wbere 
the economy crashed 
13.68 per cent in the last 
year according to official 
figures, says GDP growth 
may grow 1.3 per cent in 
1999, even though some 
private think-tanks have 
disputed the figure. 

But an improvement in 
social conditions will take 
tune, as all three nations 
have suffered from all or 
some of a devastating 
combination of mass lay- 
offs, rising wages, falling 
standards of living and a 
chafing of social cohe- 
sion. 

Other heavyweight 
economies like Hong 
Kong,' Malaysia and the 
Philippines have also been 
affected while Myanmar, 
Vietnam and Laos have 
seen living standards hit 
as investment from crisis- 
hit nations has plunged. 

Thailand’s Prime Minis- 
ter Chuan Leekpai has 
warned that corporate 
failures have doubled 
unemployment here. 

The result is that chil- 
dren were dropping out of 
school at alarming rates, 
mental illnesses are rising 
and crime is flourishing, 
he said. 

As jobs are lost, the 
ADB says, people are 


unable to meet the costs of 
health care which simulta- 
neously increase due to 
rising inflation. 

- At the same time, as 
governments are forced to 
submit to the straightjack- 
ets of International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) bailouts, 
public spending on health 
and education drops, shut- 
ting more people out of 
the safety net 

Increasing deprivation 
in turn, leads to rising 
crime, a temptation to 
trade drugs and rising 
domestic violence, the 
ADB said in a report on 
the Social Impact of 
Asia's crisis released in 
November. 

While the IMF has 
addressed structural 
weaknesses, the World 
Bank and other agencies 
have tackled social 
destruction. 

Twenty million dollars 
of a $47 million World 
Bank trust fund set up to 
alleviate the worst social 
costs of the .crisis have 
already been * invested in 
36 projects around the 
region. 

But Severino said that 
despite progress the 
recovery is fragile and 
internal shocks could 
throw it off course. 

Solving social problem* 
is not simply a humanitar- 
ian necessity but vital for 
sustainable growth, he 
said. 

“It is very clear that if 
the social situation contin- 
ues to worsen it may reach 
a - point at which social 
unrest might rise and 
social unrest might itself 
jeopardise the recovery.” 
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Peanuts 


ACROSS 
1 Stent assents 
5 Spill the beans 
9 Goose cans 

14 Aid a criminal 

15 In person 

16 Of part of the 
eye 

17 Lasso 

18 Portent 

19 Boldness 

20 Oz way? 

23 * the fields 

we go . . .’ 

24 Writer Coward 

25 Singer Grant 
27 Festive affair 
31 Food merchant 

35 ’60s war zone, 
briefly 

36 Out of order 

38 Imitation butter 

39 Favre's flock? 
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43 Diver trappings 

44 Stick ’em up! 


45 Contend 

46 Recorded 

49 Genealogical 

chan 

50 Rost-dusk, 
poetically 

51 Walloping wind 
53 Timetable abbr. 
55 Legal decision 
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HOW CAN 5OME0NE 
NOT 6£T EVEN 
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53 "Casablanca* 
co-star 

64 Large, bunded 


65 Graphic 
opening? 

66 Actor Merlin 

67 Revise for print 

68 Egyptian 
fertility goddess 

69 Bang-uptime 

70 Lions’ lairs 

71 Small land * 
mass 


7 Slate with 
conviction 

8 Dahomey, 
today 

9 Crouch 

10 Fall to notice 
ti Rex Stout’s 

Wolfe 

12 Polynesian 


DOWN 

1 _a one 

2 DoubJe-raed 
instrument 

3 Positioning of 
troops 

4 Upright stone 
marker 

5 Explode 

6 Extremity 


13 Winter 
transportation 

21 Body part 

22 Gear tooth 

25 __-Saxon 

26 Cheech's 
surname 

28 Embassy head: 
abbr. 

29 Whopper 
peddler 

30 So ter 

32 Ingenuity 

33 Ghostly 

34 AJ of the ’50s 
Indians 

37 Practice boxing 

40 Kntakknack 
shelves 

41 Dead-eye 
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42 Low-cost 

47 PTA member 

48 Wallach or 
Whitney 

52 Flowed back 
54 Wheel 


55 Amorphous 
amount 


56 Loaf about 

57 Sky bear 

58 Summoned, 
okl-style 

59 Ken or Lena 

60 Se ines 

61 Runner 
Zatopek 

62 Suffer defeat 
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Business & Finance 



Sfudy f/nds expatriates owning 
16 per cent of empty housing units 


!** A STUD\ conducted by the society of 
investors in the housing sector shows that 
the private sector contributes onlv 7.7 per 
cent of the housing, which is less than 
100 square metres in area, for low- 
income groups. The study was conducted 
on 7.000 housing units between 1994 and 
1997 through 55 investors and compa- 
nies and covered all areas within the 
Amman Govemorate as well as the sov- 
emorates of Irbid, Zarqa and Aqaba/ 

The low contribution was attributed 
mainly to high land prices which 
increases the prices of the housing units 
and to the absence of infrastructure ser- 
vices at the areas where the land prices 
were low. The present building law was 
mentioned as another reason for the low 
share of private sector involvement in 
housing for low-income groups. “The 
section related to organising construction 
does not help to lower housing costs 
despite regulations issued by the'Higher 
Organising Council regarding coopera- 
tive and investment housing projects.*" 
the study said. It added that the 
Municipality of Greater Amman did not 
yet authorise the execution of the regula- 
tions which aim at providing more hous- 
ing units to low-income groups at low 
cost. 

According to the study, the low-income 
category' could not meet the conditions of 
financing from banks and specialised 
financial institutions as well as housing 
funds. As such, “it is imperative that the 
government take the appropriate mea- 
sures lo provide this category with an 
alternative especially after the cancella- 
tion of the Housing Bank law." the soci- 
ety said. 

The study revealed that 55.6 per cent of 


those who work in the private sector 
resort to pay 9.77 per cent of the cost of 
a housing unit in instalments over a peri- 
od ranging between one and three years. 
85 per cent for one year, 1 0 per cent for 
two years and five per cent for three 
years, the srudy showed. 

Noting that the private sector concen- 
trates on construction for high-and mid- 
dle-income groups, the study pointed out 
that the private sector's average annual 
sales amounted to 98.7 per cent of the 
overall output during the four-year period 
covered by the study. “This means that 
the market needs such units as the rate of 
units constructed but not sold, at 1 .3 per 
cent, is small." the society explained. 

It found that 16 per cent of the sold 
units that were empty were owned by 
Jordanians working abroad. 'This means 
that Jordanian expatriates represent a 
somehow good percentage of those 
home-owners each year." the study said 
highlighting the positive effects of for- 
eign currency revenue to the treasury and 
the activity in the construction sector. 
The rate of empty housing units on offer 
for rent was 5. 1 1 per cent. 

The society stressed the importance of 
reconsidering the Cabinet decision of 
May 1 998 which subjected the income of 
investors in die housing sector to the 
income tax in order to encourage them to 
build good quality' housing units at low 
cost. The society also sought the cancel- 
lation of the Ottoman profit-sharing sys- 
tem and a reconsideration of the “deposit 
fees” required by the Water Authority. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 1999 


By Undo C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The more careful you 
are. the fewer jobs you'll have to do over. Neatness 
counts, and appearances matter almost more than 
what’s behind the props. Life is* a stage, so put on your 
best performance. What you can't win by force, you 
might gain with your dazzling smile. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Nobody -would deny 
that you’re a practical, hard-working person, but you do 
like your luxuries. Today, that's your problem. You 
could get distracted by something you find overwhelm- 
ingly appealing, and make yourself late for an appoint- 
ment. If you don’t want to get yourself yelled aL try not 
to let that happen. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) If there are still changes 
you want to make, go ahead and push for them now. 
Sour problem is that you’re too popular. You'll have to 
choose tonight between a meeting with friends and a 
date with somebody you love. Both will work better 
tomorrow, if you can reschedule them. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) You can expect snags 
today, so watch out for them. If you can't be two places 
at once, you'll have to speed things up. You can do 
amazing things when you have to. You may also have lo 
explain to a loved one that work takes priority now. 
Sorry, but that’s what’s most likely to pay the bills. 
LEO: (July 23 to August 22) Your fortunes have been 
bouncing up and down for the past few days, but don't 
despair. You're entering an intense learning phase. 
Don’t let that news scare you. either, but be patient. You 
may not find the answer you're seeking until tomorrow. 
VIRGO: i August 23 to September 22) Pay attention to 
the \arious comings and goings today, especially if 
money is involved. That's how you’ll find out what’s 
really happening. All is not as it appears to be. On the 
surface, it may look like there’s too much, when actual- 
ly there’s not enough. Hold on to what you’ve sot. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You’re getting 
luckier and better looking. Unfortunately, you're not 
really getting noticeably more decisive. Just the oppo- 
site may be True. No need to worn . Others are glad to 
look out for your interests. Make sure you choose one 
vou find interesting, too. 

SCORPIO: ( October 23 to November 2 1 ) The secret to 
your success today is relationships. Somebody owes 
you a fa\our. and vice \ersa. You won’t have to pay for 
what you want, if you can trade. You're great back- 
scratcher. and pretty good at figuring out what other 
people need. If you can find it and provide it. you're in 
business! 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Push 
a little harder, to get over the top. Meetings may tie up 
your business and even private time. You’d rather be 
relaxing with friends, but that may have to wait. You'll 
be too busy juggling for a while. You're looking good, 
though. Hang in there. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You 
should have pretty well figured out where you’re going 
bv now. and that’s good. The action’s going to get fast 
and furious. Hopefully you've done the homework 
already, because there won’t be time for that now. Trust 
sour intuition about money, and your experience about 

love. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February 18) All sorts ot 
new information is coming in. and you're gathering it 
up as fast as vou can. Its important, too. because you 
need to learn "quickly in order to stay ahead of the com- 
petition. You have an incredible advantage right now. so 
don’t waste a moment ol it. 

PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) Try to avoid get- 
tinc into an argument today. Looks like it’ll be more 
expensive thai/vou even dreamed possible. Thai might 
mean vou ha\ e'to go along with someone you disagree 
with, at least temporarily. Save your energy For a fight 
you cun w in. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


GEC buys 
U.S. Reltec 
for $2. 1b 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
General Electric Company 
(GEC). the rump telecoms 
group split from GEC’s 
former Marconi defence 
electronics- arm. Monday 
took its. first post-break-up 
step by purchasing the U.S. 
Reltec Corporation for S2. ! 
billion. 

In January. British 
Aerospace armaments and 
aircraft manufacturer 
bought GEC-Marconi for 
7.7 billion pounds ( 1 1 bil- 
lion euros. SI 2.8 billion). 

The deal left GEC as a 
telecoms and consumer 
goods company in posses- 
sion of a fat cash pile. 

The company said that it 
paid a premium of 36 per 
cent for Reltec. which 
designs, manufactures and 
sells telecommunication 
products to a string of lead- 
ing U.S. telecoms groups. 

The agreed bid was for 
S29.50 per share in Reliec. 
GEC has inherited with its 
purchase debts of S361 
million. Reltec 's turnover 
last year was more than 51 
billion, with net income of 
530.4 million. 
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Number of tourists needed exceeds 
government’s rosy expectations 

Political developments haunt 
Jordanian hoteliers 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN — The spec- 
tre of yet another 
regional crisis dangles 
on otherwise optimistic 
prospects for tourism 
growth at the turn of the 
Millennium. Jordanian 
hoteliers say. 

While the' Ministry of 
Tourism expects around 
two million tourists to 
visit the Kingdom by 
the end of the year 
2.000 — almost a 100 

f >er cent increase over 
ast year's 1.25 million 
— tne private sector is 
quick to remind offi- 
cials of how sensitive 
the industry is to politi- 
cal developments. 

“Reservation charts 
can change overnight.” 
says Michael Nazzal. 
president of the Jordan 
Hotel 


mer. But who 
what will happi 
the [May 1 /] 
elections'?” 


can tell 
en after 
Israeli 


Association 


(JHA). 


“Now. for example, 
we have high hopes on a 
big influx of visitors 
from the Gulf this sum- 


A tourism ministry 
report announced earlier 
this week that S2 new 
hotels will open by the 
end of the year, and that 
JD390 million were 
invested last year in 
construction works. 

Tourism Ministry sta- 
tistics released yester- 
day showed alO per 
cent growth in tourism 
revenue for 1998, con- 
firming the govern- 
ment's positive outlook 
for the hrst years of the 
third Millenium. 

According to official 
figures, last year’s 1.25 
million visitors earned 
the Kingdom more than 
$S50 million — about 
12 per cent of the coun- 
try' s gross domestic 
product. 

But hoteliers insist 
that the government 
must boost efforts to 
promote Jordan as a 


destination, or fears that 
the many brand-new 
hotels that are about to 
open will remain empty 
could become a reality. 

The total of rooms 
will grow this year, 
from 1 1,500 last year to 
18,000 by end of this 
year — a 50 per cent 
growth which has accu- 
mulated since the sign- 
ing of the 1994 Jordan- 
Israe) peace treaty. 

“It is not a sudden 
growth, but a significant 
one. which in turn will 
require a stronger mar- 
keting effort by the gov- 
ernment," Nazzal said 
in an interview with the 
Jordan Times on 
Tuesday. 

“A general marketing 
strategy has to be imple- 
mented. not simply 
because it is the year 
2,000. but because we 
have these rooms to fill 
and we need to boost 
our tourism, whether 
religious, medical, or 
recreational. 


"The government’s 
main role "is to market 
the country, while hotel 
owners have to market 
their hotels once the 
country is known.” 

Hoteliers give a 
thumbs up to the job 
done by the Jordan 
Tourism Board (JTB). 
which has decided to 
concentrate this year's 
promotional efforts 
mainly on the U.S., 
France, Germany, and 
Italy, but they complain 
that funds allocated to 
marketing are not 
enough. 

“The funds are being 
controlled by the JTB 
professionally, but the 
money is not enough to 
bring the additional 
arrivals we need.” 
Nazzal says. 

The "additional 
arrivals” needed by the 
private sector to flourish 
exceed the govern- 
ment's rosy expecta- 
tions. 

The JHA has calculat- 


ed that two milli on visi- 
tors in the year 2,000, 
wdth a four-day average 
stay, will translate in a 
60 per cent occupancy 
rate for Jordan's total of 
21 1 hotels by next fall. 

“But even with a 60 
per cent occupancy rate, 
what hoteliers make is 
only depreciation profit. 
One needs anything 
_ above 60 per cent 
J [occupancy rate] to 
l actually start putting 
'money in his pocket, 
Nazzal explains. 

Last year’s average 
occupancy rate has been 
estimated" at 35 per cent, 
with lows as disappoint- 
ing as 11 per cent in 
some five-star hotels at 
main tourist attractions, 
such as Petra and 
Aqaba. 

The current 35 per 
cent occupancy rate, 
Nazzal says, might, in 
some cases- allow hotel 
owners to cover their 
expenses. 

“All over the world, 
hotels are a long term- 
business.” 


Jordan Magnesia Company, Canadian firm 
sign accord to start plant construction 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — A sub- 
sidiary .of the Arab 
Potash Company 
(APC) has signed a $80 
million deal with a 
Canadian firm for the 
construction of a mag- 
nesium oxide and mag- - 
nesium hydroxide 
plant. 

The Jordan Magnesia 
Company Ltd. (JOR- 
MACj) signed with 
Canada's AGRA 
Monenco and its joint 
venture partner Attiia 
Doga Construction and 
Installation Company 
for die plant, to be 
located near the Arab 
Potash Company’s 
industrial complex ’ in 
the A1 Safi area, on the 
shores of the Dead Sea. 

AGRA Monenco will 
provide the engineering 
and design services for 
the plant, and Artila 
Doga will be the con- 
structor. 

Basel Hammad, JOR- 
MAG general director, 
said that upon comple- 
tion. the plant should 


produce 50.000 tonnes 
annually of magnesium 
oxide and 10.000 
tonnes of magnesium 
hydroxide. The majori- 
of the plant’s pro- 

uction will be for 
export. 

Construction will 
start this month and 
should be completed 
within a year. 

Magnesium oxide is 
primarily for industrial 
applications, especially 
as a high quality insula- 
tor for industrial fur- 
naces. Magnesium 
hydroxide is used in 
chemical industries to 
refine sugar and 
process " uranium. 
Medicinally, it is 
important as an antacid 
ana as a laxative. 

» 

Hammad said JOR- 
MAG expects annual 
revenues to approach 
$28-530 million. The 
plant will employ 
around 200 people. 

“We will be market- 
ing both projects 
around the world, but 
Europe is going to be 
one of our primary tar- 


get markets,” he said. 
w JORMAG is a public 
shareholding company. 
Partners in the venture 
include the APC 
through both direct 
investment and through 
its participation in the 
Jordan Dead Seas 
Industries Company 
(JODICO), also a pub- 
lic shareholding com- 
pany where the APC 
holds 51 per cent of the 
equity. 

The Social Security 
Corporation has an 
additional 14.3 percent 
stake in JORMAG, 
along with Prince 
Walid Ben Talal of 
Saudi Arabia (5.9 per 
cent), the Jordan 
Investment Corporation, 
the Arab Bank, the 
Industiral Development 
Bank, the Jordan Bank 
for Investment and 
Finance and the Jordan 
National Bank. 

Magnesium oxide and 
magnesium hydroxide 
are extracted from salt 
water brine. Due to the 
nature of the Dead Sea. 
the magnesium extract- 
ed here will be some of 
the purist in the world. 


It will compete in 
world markets with 
magnesium products 
from Italy, Israel, 
Ireland, the 

Netherlands, Mexico 
and Australia. 

The Arab Potash 
Company over the l&t 
few vears has y been., 
actively trying to diver- 
sify its ’ production. 
wKich has traditionally 
been restricted to raw 

E otash. It has created a 
andful of downstream 
industries through 
JODICO to exploit the 
Dead Sea’s resources. 
Last October. JODICO 
signed a $120 million 
deal with the American 
AblbermarJe for the 
construction of a 
bromine factory also at 
the Dead Sea. Other 
ventures under the 
JODICO- APC wing 
are the Jordan Safi Salt 
Company, a producer 
of industrial and table 
salts, and A1 Numeira. 
which extracts mud and 
salt from the Dead Sea 
for use in the cosmetics 
industry. 


Hammad 

eventually. 


said that 
JORMAG 


hopes to further diver- 
sify its own production 
from raw material to, 
for example, the manu- 
facture of bricks used 
in industrial furnaces. 

AGRA- . . Monenco 

President ar£f' €130 r 
Alex' Ta^dr/said m 1 a. 
statement' released to 
the press that his com- 
pany was “very pleased 
to be involved in this 
important industrial 
development project 
for Jordan.” 

"This project builds 
on our long-term com- 
mitment to this impor- 
tant region and under- 
lines AGRA’s growing 
position as an interna- 
tional leader in profes- 
sional services for 
process industires.” 

The JORMAG pro- 
ject will be AGRA's 
second in the 
Kingdom: in 1995, the 
company helped build 
the AJnejma Bulk 

Pharmaceutical Plant. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS 


What a diffe 


^ Amra Forum Hotel 

Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 079(530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at cur shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 
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Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindfays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweifiehTel: 822891 



★One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 
| Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-ittti] : cmulD go-Mm.jo 


„ FOR 
RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNABEL 


Real Estate 

S WEI FIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 
TaL 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 



Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 

Telephone: 962-6-5698131 
Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960496 
Amman-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budget@go.com.jo 

\n Itvk-fx-mlrill HikIsi'I >i •Jrm I iivn.w 



Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
LUNCH: 1 2:30p.m. - 3:00 p.in. 
DINNER: 6:30p.m.- 11:30 p.m. 
German coffee and cakes served jll day 
Sweifieh - AJ Hamra Srreer Tel: 5819730 f 5810811 
PO Box 6555, Amman-1 1118 Jordan 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 
& 

Fax: 5696183 


JL 


568431 1 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Wadi Rum Bar 

Looking for a good time 
drop by... 




X . . 
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IOC investigator hopes 
to publish findings by end of week 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The fate of at least 13 IOC 
members under investigation in the Salt Lake 
City scandal should be known by the end of the 
week* the International Olympic Committee's 
chief investigator said Monday. 

However, Dick Pound, a Canadian lawyer and 
IOC executive board member who chairs the six- 
man inquiry panel into the alleged misconduct, 
said any formal decision on whether to expel 
members guilty of alleged wrongdoing might 
have to wait until the full IOC session in June. 

Pound hoped to publish his report by the end of 
the week. 

w4 We’d like to have our position in respect of 
each of the members made clear and public by 
then," he said in a telephone conference call with 
media organisations late Monday from lausanne, 
Switzerland. 

“Recommendations still have to be made. We 
have talked about these and are trying to reach a 
consensus. 

“We're going to spend much of the next two 


days on this on a pretty concentrated basis." 

His report will go to the executive board to 
frame proposals to put before a special general 
assembly on March 17-18. 

The commission has been considering the cases 
of 13 members, including three who remained 
under investigation when the initial pare of the 
inquiry concluded in January when nine mem- 
bers were expelled or resigned. 

Pound said another “six or seven” members had 
been implicated in fresh reports from Salt Lake 
City where 2002 winter games organisers have 
admitted they spent $1.2 million in cash pay- 
ments, scholarships, free medical care and other 
inducements. 

Three members — Phil Coles of Australia, 
Ashwini Kumar of India and Augustin Arroyo of 
Ecuador — testified before the Pound 
Commission in Lausanne. 

Coles, a director of the Sydney Organising 
Committee for the 2000 Olympics, was linked to 
$45,000 worth of lavish travel and holidays in the 


United States. 

Tve always felt confident. I've been within the 
guidelines" he said before flying out of 
Switzerland. 

*Tt was a fair discussion I briefed them thor- 
oughly," he later told an Australian radio station. 

Pound said generally speaking, the allegations 
conce rning the additional 10 members were not 
as serious as the cases made public in January. 

“On the new 10, they are not of such an obvi- 
ously serious nature as the ones we saw in the 
first slice that we did in late January," Pound said. 

“But there are certainly some aspects of their 
conduct that need explanation and consideration 
by us and that’s what we're in the process of sort- 
ing out" 

Pound said it was helpful the three members 
chose to come to Lausanne for meetings he 
described as “cordial’’. 


Tennis great Bill Talbert dies at 80 


NEW YORK (APi — Bill Talbert, a 
star player who later became tourna- 
ment director of the U.S. Open, is dead 
at age 80. 

A 1967 enshrinee of the internation- 
al tennis hall of fame in Newport, R.I., 
Talbert died Sunday in his Manhattan 
home. Cause of death was not imme- 
diately known, but he had been con- 
fined to a wheelchair for the last sever- 
al years. 

William F. Talbert, bom in 
Cincinnati on Sept. 4, 1918, was diag- 
nosed at age 10 with diabetes. He was 
recognised as the first diabetic to com- 
pete in athletics at the highest interna- 
tional level. 

He reached the singles finals at the 
U.S. Championships — later known 
as the U.S. Open — in 1944 and 1945 
and the U.S. Indoor Championships in 
1948-51. He was ranked among the 
top 10 in the United States from 1941 
through 1955, and was a stalwart of 
the American Davis Cup team. 

As a player, he starred in doubles. 


teaming with Gardnar Mulloy to reach 
the U.S. doubles final six times, win- 
ning in 1942, “45, ‘46 and ‘48. He 
also captured the U.S. Championship 
mixed doubles with Margaret Osborne 
four straight years — 1943-46. 

Talbert teamed with Tony Trabert, 
another hall of famer, to win both the 
French and Italian doubles titles in 
1950. and was U.S. Davis Cup captain 
from 1953-57, defeating Australia to 
win the Cup in 1954. 

Known as “Mr. Tennis," Talbert was 
named director of the U.S. Open 
championships at Forest Hills and 
served as chairman and director of the 
Open from 1971-75. When the Grand 
Slam tournament moved to Flushing 
Meadows, Talbert returned as director 
from 1978-87 and served as honourary 
vice chairman until his death. 

Having played in both the longest 
men's doubles match and mixed dou- 
bles match on record, Talbert was 
instrumental in introducing the 
tiebreaker in a major tournament in 


1970. 

He was chairman emeritus of the hall 
of fame, served on the Hall of Fame's 
executive committee and was tourna- 
ment chairman of the Hall of Fame 
Tennis Championships in Newport. 

He was a member of the national 
diabetes advisory board, the presi- 
dent's advisory council of the 
American Diabetes Association and a 
director of the Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation. 

Last year, Talbert marked 50 years of 
service with the U.S. Banknote 
Corporation in New York, where he 
was a vice president from 1953 until 
his death. 

He also co-authored eight books, 
including the acclaimed “the game of 
doubles in tennis,” and his autobiogra- 
phy. “playing for life.” Talbert was 
married to the former Nancy Pike, an 
editor for Vogue and Life magazine, 
from 1946 until her death in 1995. He 
is survived by two sons, w. Pike and 
Peter, and two grandchildren. 


Venables rules out return 
as England coach 

LONDON (AP) — Former England soccer man- 
ager Terry Venables on Tuesday ruled out a return 
to the position he left in 1996, even if he is still a 
candidate when Kevin Keegan’s part-time, four- 
match stint as national coach is over. 

Venables was touted as a firm contender for the 
job when Glenn Hoddle was fired by the Football 
Association last month following his controver- 
sial comments about disabled people. 

But Venables, who managed England from 1994 
to 1996, says he is no longer interested in the job. 

“It’s too late now,'’ he was quoted as saying in 
Tuesday's Daily Mail newspaper. “If I was going 
to be the next manager it would have happened 
by now." 

“I think the FA would have let keegan have any- 
thing to take the job — just as long as it wasn't 
me," he added. “Now I have my own plans. Of 
course it's disappointing but that’s the way it is.” 
Venables, who coached Australia’s soccer team in 
a failed bid to reach the France *98 World Cup 
finals and then returned briefly to league man- 
agement at Crystal Palace, said he didn't expect 
Keegan to extend his commitment as national 
boss beyond England's next four games. 

"Kevin’s got too good a thing going at Fulham 
to want to leave and I can't really see him chang- 
ing his mind," he said. 

“Ultimately, I think he will go and I’ve no idea 
who will take over. But I wouldn't want to see a 
foreign coach in charge of an England side.” 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


China prepares for qualifiers 

SHANGHAI (AFP) — The Chinese Olympic football team 
has kicked off a two-week training session here aimed at 
sharpening their form ahead of qualifiers to start in May, the 
official Xinhua news agency repotted Tuesday. Headed by 
British coach Bobby Houghton, the side hopes to compete in 
the games for the first time since its only Olympic appear- 
ance, at Seoul in 1988. China will host regional rival Iran 
here in a warmup on March 14. Iran beat bronze-medalists 
C hina twice enroute to taking gold in December's Asian 
Games. 

Connors defeats Vilas 

NAPLES (AP) — Jimmy Connort began his quest for a third 
Nuveen Masters tide with a 7-6, (9-7), 6-1 victory Monday 
over longtime rival Guillermo Was. Connors, who won the 
tournament in 1995 and 1997, faces Yannick Noah on 
Wednesday. The $300,000 Nuveen Masters is the season- 
ending championship event on the senior tennis circuit It 
features the top eight players on the tout John McEnroe, 
who replaced Connors as the tour’s top player for the first 
time this season, was forced to withdraw from the event 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAHHmSCH 
Oi m Titan HA SanutM. ht 


WEEKLY BftrOtfiS QUIZ 


Q. 1 • As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q73 UJI02 CsJ 5 *AQ10» 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
I* Paw ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q- 2 - East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*7 9Q768 OA107Q4 *KQ3 

The biddi ng has p roceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
if Pan I* Pan 

What do you bid now? 

0-3 - As South, vulnerable, you 


AS C-Q10 8 4 OQ8762 *652 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you respond? 

0,4- Both vulnerable, as South . 
you hold: 

*J83 098749 OAKS *08 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you respond? 

0,6 - As South vulnerable, you 
bold: 

AJ6 OT OK 9 *AKQJ7B32 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. ^Vhatdoyoo respond? 

0,6 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*85 995 008762 *KJ54 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
club. What do you respond? 


Anelka 
poised 
to sign for 
Atletico 


MADRID (AFP) — 
French striker Nicolas 
Anelka is poised to join 
Spanish First Division side 
Atletico Madrid next sea- 
son, the Spanish daily 
newspaper AS reported 
Tuesday. 

The newspaper claims 
that the 19-year-old foot- 
baller has already had talks 
with the Spanish club's 
directors but that the $24 
million transfer fee being 
asked for the French 
teenager was delaying the 
process. 

Atletico have been look- 
ing for a striker following 
the departure of Christian 
Vieri for Italian Serie A 
side Lazio and injured 
Francisco Narvaez “Kiko'\ 
out of action until foe end 
of the season. 

Anelka has told the 
French media he is lonely 
in London, where he has 
four years left on his con- 
tract 

But Arsenal's top scorer 
is staying put according to 
Arsenal manager, Arsene 
Wenger, who said he 
wouldn’t swap him for any 
player in the world, includ- 
ing Ronaldo. 

Last week Wenger insist- 
ed no offers had been made 
for Anelka. His comments 
came days after the French 
teenager was linked with 
multi-million pound moves 
to Barcelona and Juventus. 

Anelka helped the gun- 
ners to the double last sea- 
son but his two Wembley 
goals for France against 
England have sent his pro- 
file soaring. 

Wenger said: “No club 
has come in for him. We 
want to keep our players. 

“It Just shows how quick- 
ly things change. One year 
ago nobody knew him and 
suddenly everybody wants 
to know him. 

“In between, he has 
extended his contract with 
us and these things are all 
rumours. When you have a 
big player, it makes all the 
agents and newspapers ner- 
vous. The right thing for 
his career is to stay with 
Arsenal.” 

Former Italy boss Arrigo 
Sacchi was sacked by 
Atletico last month after a 
run of poor results. 



Patrick Rafter 


Two-time U.S. Open champion 
advances in Scottsdale 


SCOTTSDALE, Arizona 
( AP) — Patrick Rafter start- 
ed fast and hung on. Goran 
Ivanisevic didn’t get rolling 
until midway through his 
match. 

By different routes, both 
reached the second round of 
the Franklin Templeton 
Tennis Classic. 

Rafter beat qualifier Alex 
O'Brien 6-3, 6-3 Monday 
night, and Ivanisevic fol- 
lowed with a 5-7. 6-4, 6-1 
win over Scott Draper of 
Australia. 

Two more wins for each, 
and they would meet in the 
semifinals, with a possible 
title match with Pete 
Sampras in the offing. 
Sampras, the No. I player in 
the world for a record six 
straight years, opens against 
Ramon Delgado. 

Rafter, winner of the last 
two U.S. Opens and No. 2 
in this tournament, went 
into singles action for the 
first time since losing in the 
third round of the Australian 
Open on Jan. 22. 

Rafter, the first Australian 
in 25 years to rank in the top 
five in consecutive years, 
broke O’Brien once in the 
first set, then in the first and 
third games of the second. 


Rafter won the last game 
with the last of his seven 
aces and a crossing shot off 
O'Brien's high return of the 
next service. 

•It's very, very difficult to 
close out a match.” said 
rafter, the world's fifth- 
ranked player. “At least, I 
find it that way. I didn't take 
advantage of my chances 
early, and I got tighter and 
tighter as the match went 
on. It was just a big relief at 
the end." Ivanisevic, play- 
ing in Scottsdale for the first 
time in 10 years, had six of 
his 13 aces in the first seL 
but draper broke him for the 
third time in the 1 2th game 
to win. Then the rest of the 
Croat star's game kicked in. 
Ivanisevic held service the 
rest of the way and broke 
the other left-hander four 
times, three in the short 
final set. 

“I believed I was hitting 
the ball OK, so I just had to 
wait until things started 
working." Ivanisevic said. 

No. 7 Thomas Muster of 
Austria and No. S Gustavo 
Kuerten of Brazil, the two 
former French Open cham- 
pions in the strongest 
Scottsdale field ever, were 
upseL 


Justin Gimelstob defeated 
muster 6-4. 7-5. and Jerome 
Golmard of France ousted 
Kuerten 6-3. 3-6. h-3. 

Gimelstob went into the 
match ranked 6Sth in the 
world, the highest of his 
career, to Muster’s 22nd. 
But he won 77 per cent off 
his service points while 
defeating Muster in their 
first meeting. 

"Having grown up seeing 
him win The French open < in 
1995) and knowing that he 
was No. I in the world at 
one time, it's a great feel- 
ing.” Gimelstob said. 

In another surprise. 
Spaniard Fernando Vicente 
defeated unseeded Jason 
Stoltenbers of Australia 7-6 
1 7-3). 7-5.“ 

Siollenberg. ranked 27th 
to Vicente's 62nd. reached 
the Scottsdale final last year 
before losing to Andre 
Agassi. 


Mariano Zabaleta oi 


Argentina beat Czech Slava 
Dosedel 5-7. 6-2. 6-2. and 
Jan-Michael Gambiil beat 
Franco Squillari of 
Argentina 3-6. 6-3. 6-4 for 
the right to play the winner 
of the Sampras- Delgado 
match. 



Goran Ivanisevic 
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TEL: 4e 3-1144 ' CINEMA 


TEL.-463-4144 


PHILADELPHIA '1 J 


Robert De Niro., in 


A 


R0NIN 


Shows: 12:30,2:30,6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA '2' 




CINEMA 


TEL5WK3S 


Tom Hanks 
& Sally Field .. in 

FORREST 

GUMP 




Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:00 






k 


PLAZA 




Comedian 
Rdel imam., in 


RL Zfl’EEM 

Shows: 12:15, 3:15, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


A. 


CINEMA TELJ677420 

CONCORDE 


Rdel Imam 
& Wafa* Rmer .. in 

RLLURD MRHR0US 
TBfl 5 RL lURZIR 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORDE 2 

FERR 



CINEMA TEL.-5934793 

GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 

www. cns. com.jo/Cal leria 

Eddie Murphy., in 


DR. DOOLITTLE 




Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


r 


CINEMA 


TEL5934793 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jc/Galleria 

Cameron Diaz ...in 

THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
RB0UT MRRV 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30. 10:311 


x 

Hiaham Yanes Theatre ’X 

TEL: -fa25|£$ 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 


= iC 




*■) \ ^ « 



Sports 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, March 3, 1999 





2n cr 
scia^v 




LOCAL SPORTS SCENE 


Games officials to assess Kingdom’s teams 

— The executive office of the 9th Pan- Arab Games lAl Hussein Games}, presidents of sport federations and 
Aim i s -t iuDUD^ 0n ' m ' t - tee meet next week to discuss preparations for the Games which will be held in Amman 
‘ js expected to attend the meeting, which will examine the situation of local teams, their 

Sataa A l h - hnancial and administrative obstacles facing them. For that purpose. Minister of Youth and Culture TalaJ 

. Has . san , 35 the Games’ technical committee to prepare a comprehensive report on the situation of all 

competing national teams. 

Arab countries urged to support Games; Algeria host in 2003 

rwZ d* 16 ^ enera * Assembly of the Council of Arab Minister of Youth and Sports has agreed that Algeria will 
“?f I wth Pan-Arab Games in 2003. At the conclusion of their recent thiee-day meeting in Algeria, the committee 
saia Libya will host the 11th Pan-Arab Games in 2007. The committee also called on Arab countries to effectively par- 
ci pate in this year s Games in Amman and provide $500,000 through the council and another $500,000 from the Arab 
League in financial assistance. The meeting also approved the formation of a ministerial committee to visit some Arab 
countries capable of supporting the Games. The general assembly also decided to set up this year’s Arab Youth Forum in 
Yemen, and hold the Arab youth training camp for voluntary work in Palestine and provide $100,000 to the Palestinian 
National Authority for the rehabilitation of sports facilities. Jordan along with 20 Arab countries took part in the meeting 
rnrougn a delegation that was headed by Minister of Youth and Culture Talal Sataan AI Hassan and included Director of 
the Pan- Arab Games Isam Aridah. Secretary General of the Jordan Olympic Committee Ismat Kurdi and President of the 
Executive Committee Sari Hamdan. 


Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 


Knicks’ 
coach still 
looking for 
toughness 
on road 


NEW YORK (R) — New 
York Knicks coach Jeff Van 
Gundy was happy with a 85- 
7S victory over the visiting 
Cleveland Cavaliers on 
Monday, but he was still 
looking for his team to 
show the mental toughness 
it takes to win on the road. 

The Knicks, 9-5 overall 
but just 2-4 away from 
Madison Square Garden, 
are slogging through one of 
those compressed stretches 
in which there is a game 
almost every day because of 
the lockout-shortened 
schedule. 

They were beaten handily 
Friday in Boston and 
Sunday at Detroit, with a 
game against their arch foes 
in Miami coming up 
Tuesday night — three 
games in three days, four in 
Five. 11 in 16. 

“We have shown good 
mental toughness at home 
so far.” said" Van Gundy, one 
of the NBA s most open and 
thoughtful coaches when 
talking with reporters. 

‘The question is. can we 
do that same thing on the 
road, show mental tough- 
ness? And to date we 
haven't. Thai’s our chal- 
lenge.” he added: 

"You don’t really develop 
that as a player. You either 
have it or you don't, that 
will when situations are 
adverse. So in a pressurised 
situation on the road, usual- 
ly true character comes out. 
Our true character has to 
come oul 

“I think that’s when a team 
is mentally tough. Only lime 
will tell.” said Van Gundy. 

In the Eastern Conference, 
which Van Gundy sees as 
very even in quality, he said 
only three teams have 
proven they can win on the 
road: Miami, Indiana and 
Philadelphia. All the others 
have vet to show their met- 
tle. 



Cleveland Cavaliers guard Derek Anderson (R) has his path to the net blocked by 
New York Knicks centre Patrick Ewing (L) in the first quarter at Madison Square 
Garden in New York, NY (AFP photo) 


“There’s going to be two 
or three very good teams 
missing the playoffs,” he 
said. 

Van Gundy downplayed 
the physical difficulties of 
the compressed schedule, 
even though centre Patrick 
Ewing and forward Larry 
Johnson are both battling 
chronic knee pain that 
comes and goes. 

Both scored 16 points 
Tuesday and looked lively 
after poor performances 
against the Pistons, when 
Ewing tallied just six points. 
Van Gundy paid special trib- 
ute to his 36-year-old cen- 
tre's ability to ignore his age 
and ailments and bounce 
back from a bad outing. 

“He’s one w r ho rarely 
plays two subpar games in a 
row r . Also he has great, great 
pride, and he wasn’t happy 
with his energy level yes- 
terday along with the rest of 
die teams.” Van Gundy 
said. 

“You just have to have a 
resolve about you.” said Van 


Gundy. “When we played 
boston, they had two days 
off and we were playing 
back to back. Then tonight, 
Cleveland had three days off 
and we were playing. 
Tomorrow Miami’s being 
rested and this will be our 
third game in three nights. 

“And you know what? 
None of ft matters. You have 
to go out there and be men- 
tally strong and expect to 
win. 

“At times 1 think on the 
road it’s easier to make 
excuses. 

And I think certainly 
we’ve given in on the road 
much easier than at home. 
Like tonight, when it was 


52-50 (in the third quarter 
after leading 4S-40 at half- 
time) we hung in there.” As 
is their tradition, the Knicks 
did it with defence. 

Ewing had four blocks, 
and he and his teammates 
made the area around the 
basket a no-fly zone for 
Cleveland. 

The Knicks held the cava- 
liers to 30 per cent shooting, 
shutting out star forward 
Shawn Kemp in the second 
half — no field goals and 
just four points. 

“It’s because we fouled 
them every time they got 
close,” said Van Gundv 
with a smile. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 

ROOF APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located in Shmeisani. Fully furnished penthouse 
deluxe roof with open terraces overlooking Amman. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, 
large salon, modem kitchen, central heating, 
telephone, lift, satellite, parking, fireplace. 

For more information please call 
Tel.: 5678501, Fax: 5678503, Amman 


WANTED 

ENGLISH TEACHER 
NATIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Capable of helping children to read, write and 
speak fluent English. 

Pis. send your CV with contact Nos to: 

Telefax 4610422 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

The new Pub in Sweifiyeh “49ers” seeks 
waiters/waitresses, chef and assistant. 

Interested candidates please contact 
Ms. Caroline Tel.: 5816690 




A CLASSIC VILLA, 
IN A CLASSIC AREA 


I>Bui!i Area 700 M 2 Approximately. 

; >PJoi Of Land 1600 M 3 Approximately, 
j >Between 3 rd & 4 lh Circle, In The Vicinity 
Of Zahran Palace. 

5>Sold By Owner. 

For Visit, Please Call Ms. Aida 
| Tc , 4902001/4903001 Daily, 

Between lO Am -2 -Pm. 


JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO. LTD. 
ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO TENDER 
NO. 5F/99 

JPMC announces the invitation to Bid No. 5F/99 for 
the supply of: 

(24,000 METRIC TONNES OF WET 
ALUMINIUM HYDROXIDE) 

The Tender Documents are available at JPMC offices 
in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 p.m. local 
time Monday 15th March, 1999. Applicationfor docu- 
ments should be accompanied by a non-refundable fee 
of JD(200) for each set of Tender Documents. 

The dosing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours 
local time Saturday 20th March, 1999. 

Sameh Madarri 
Managing Director 


Iverson scores 38 as 
Sixers win over Wizards 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The Wizards’ game plan 
was to stop Allen Iverson. 
It didn't quite work out that 
way. 

On the day he was named 
player of the month for 
February, Iverson began 
March by burning the 
Washington Wizards for 38 
points to lead the 
Philadelphia 76ers to a 104- 
89 victory. 

Iverson scored 25 of his 
points in the decisive first 
half, when the Sixers 
jumped out to a 54-42 lead 
on the way to their fifth 
straight victory. 

“He basically did any- 
thing he warned to do,” 
Wizards all-star guard 
Mitch Richmond said. “We 
knew we had to stop him. 
We knew he was the only 
guy that was going to give 
us problems and we didn't 
meet up to the challenge.” 
He scored at will against 
Washington point guard 
Rod Strickland, forcing 
Strickland into three quick 
early fouls. 

The NBA's leading scorer 
shot 13-of-24 from the field 
and made 11 -of- 14 free 
thrown 

“He’s playing the best of 
anybody in this short sea- 
son. 

He’s a young guy and be 
is full of energy,” 
Richmond said of Iverson. 
“His confidence is flowing 
right now and he has the 
green lighL It doesn’t mat- 
ter where he shoots it from, 
he feels it’s going to go in.” 

Juwan Howard led the 
Wizards with 21 points. 

In Boston, the struggling 
Nets finally stopped the 
bleeding when Keith Van 
Horn made a fallaway 
jumper at the Buzzer as 
New Jersey snapped a six- 
game losing streak with a 
99-97. victory over the 



Los Angeles Lakers center Shaquille O'Neal is fouled by Phoenix Suns center Joe 
Kleine during the first quarter at America West Arena in Phoenix. AZ (AFP photo) 


Van Horn missed six con- 
secutive shots before his 
last one bounced off the 
rim and went in. He fin- 
ished with 20 points. 

Kendall Gill scored 23 
points, Kerry Kittles added 
20 points, eight assists and 
seven rebounds and Jayson 
Williams pulled down 16 
boards for New Jersey. 

Antoine Walker had 21 
points and rookie Paul 
pierce added 20 points for 
the Celtics. 

In Sacramento, Vjn Baker 
scored a season-high 31 
points and Gary Payton 
posted a triple double to 
lead the Seattle 
Supersonics to a 105-102 
victory over the Kings. 


Not to be outdone, how- 
ever, Payton came up with 
his eighth career triple 
double" on 28 points, 10 
rebounds and 12 assists. 

Chris Webber _ , led 
_ SacraracnicLL posting., his 
13th double-double in 14 
games with 20 points and 
14 rebounds. 

■ In New York, the Knicks 
bounced back from an 
embarrassing blowout in 
Detroit with an 85-78 win 
over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. 

Patrick Ewing had 16 
points, 12 rebounds and 
four blocked shots for New 
York, which avenged a 98- 
74 loss in Cleveland 11 
days ago and lost by 2 1 to 
the Piston Sunday. 

The Knicks nearly blew a 
16-point lead before Ewing 
scored six during a 15-2 
run to help build a 67-52 
advantage early in the 
fourth quarter. 


Shawn Kemp scored 19 
points for the Cavaliers, but 
was held to just four in the 
second half. 

In Phoenix. Shaquille 
O’Neal had 25 points and 
.rune rebounds and Derek 
Harper added 18 points as 
the Los Angeles Lakers 
extended their winning 
streak to four games with a 
97-91 triumph over the 
Suns. 

O'Neal made 12-of-19 
shots and Harper sank 7-of- 
9 as the Lakers improved 
to 3-0 under coach Kurt 
Rambis. 

Dennis Rodman, playing 
his third game for the 
Lakers, grabbed 16 boards 
as Los Angeles outre- 
bounded Phoenix 47-34. 

Tom Gugliotta had 20 
points and nine rebounds 
and Rodman's former 
Bulls’ teammate, Luc 
Longley. added a season- 
high 1 6 points for Phoenix. 




In Orlando. Penny 
Hardaway just missed a 
triple double with 19 
points. 10 rebounds and 
nine assists as the Magic 
remained perfect at home 
with a 70-67 victory over 
the Atlanta Hawks. 

Dikembe Mutombo 
scored a season-high 23 
points and grabbed 12 
rebounds for the Hawks, 
who were playing without 
injured guard Steve Smith 
and forward Alan 
Henderson. 

In Charlotte, Derrick 
Coleman scored 24 points, 
including the go-ahead free 
throw, pulled down 12 
rebounds and came up with 
a key block in the closing 
seconds to lead the Hornets 
to a 9 1 -8S victory over the 
Toronto Raptors. 

David Wesley added 21 
for Charlotte, including a 
pair of free throws with 1 .4 
seconds left. 


Looking for a live-in female cook with at least 
two years working experience. Also needed is a 
live-in male gardener/dri ver. 

If you are interested, call 5932520 


A respectable Jordanian family requires a 
full-time baby-sitter of any nationality. 

For terms and inquiries call: 5691073 
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C-TOWN AMMAN 7th CIRCLE TEL: 581-4129 
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U.N. investigator cites 
continued abuses of 



Palestinian rights 


GENEVA (R) — The U.N. 
investigator for human rights 
in the occupied Arab territories 
reported on Tuesday that Israel 
had discontinued the most fla- 
grant torture methods, but was 
depriving Palestinians of eco- 
nomic and other basic free- 
doms. 

Hannu Halinen. a Finnish 
expert serving in the indepen- 
dent United Nations post also 
said abuses including torture 
appeared to be increasing on 
the part of the Palestinian 
National Authority. 

“Violations of human rights 
in the occupied Palestinian ter- 
ritories have continued during 
the period under review, to a 
large extent along the same 
lines as in the past," Halinen 
said in his 17-page report to the 
U.N. Commission on Human 
Rights. 

The 53-member commis- 
sion opens its annual six-week 
session in Geneva on March 
22 to examine violations 
worldwide. Israel is regularly 
condemned at the forum for 
alleged violations. 

“While there is certain posi- 
tive development to be recog- 
nised on die Israeli side — 
such as the decrease in admin- 
istrative detentions and discon- 


tinuation of the most flagrant 
torture methods — it appears 
that such violations are 
increasing on the Palestinian 
side," Halinen said. 

“The pressure exercised by 
the occupying power on the 
Palestinian Authority, while 
explaining many violations, 
does not justify them, nor does 
it absolve the Palestinian 
Authority of its responsibility.” 

The report was based on a 
trip in January to Jerusalem, 
Gaza. Ramallah, Jericho, Tel 
Aviv and Cairo. Halinen met 
officials including Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat as well 
as Israeli non-governmental 
organisations. 

He regretted Israel’s “lack of 


cooperation. 

Halinen said the expansion 
of existing Israeli settlements 
and the building of new ones, 
as well as bypass roads con- 
necting the settlements to each 
other and Israel, was the 
source of greatest concern in 
the occupied territories. 

“These concerns have been 
exacerbated by the unilateral 
suspension by Israel on 2 
December 1998 of the imple- 
mentation of the Wye River 
memorandum.” he added. 

Halinen cited confiscation of 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Driver arrested for dumping body 


CAIRO ( AFP) — An ambulance driver was arrested onTuesday 
after he dumped the beefy of a man who died on the way to the 
hospital saying his job was to transport the sick rather than the 
dead Egyptian police said The state-run Nile River Transport 
Company asked ambulance driver Hard Fuad to take one of its 
employees Mohammad All Khalifa, 58. to the hospital after he 
suffered a severe asthma attack, the police said But, when the 
patient died on the way to the hospital the driver turned around 
and took the body back to the transport company. When he was 
then asked to take the body to the morgue, the ambulance driver 
grabbed the stretcher on which die body was lying and dumped 
it at die company’s door, the police said The state prosecutor 
ordered die driver detained for four days pending further delib- 
eration, saying: ‘The amplest humanitarian principles required 
the ambulance driver to take the body tea decent place.” 


Israeli guard shot Berlin Kurds in head 


BERLIN (R) — Two of the four Kurds killed by security guards 
during a protest last month at the Israeli consulate in Bedin were 
shot in die head an official source said on Tuesday. The source, 
who had seen the autopsy reports, confirmed a report in die 
German newspaper Beriiner that two ofthe dead one an 18-year- 
old girl died of head wounds. A second newspaper, the 
Tagesspiegel, quoting from what it said was die official Israeli 
report on the Ffeb. 17 incident, said a guard fired from above into 
a group of Kurds who followed him up a stairway. Israel said last 
week its guards had fired in the air and at the legs of several dozen 
Kurds who stormed the mission after reports — denied by Israel 
— that Israeli agents had helped Turkey capture Kurdish rebel 
leader Abdullah Ocalan in Kenya. 


First Arab Israeli on supreme court 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — For the first time in the history of the Jewish 
state, an Arab Israeli judge took a seat Tuesday on the nation’s 
supreme court Abdul Rahman Zoabi. 68, joined the 13 other 
judges on Israel’s highest judicial body and was scheduled to hear 
his first case on Wednesday, court spokesman Moshe Goralli told 
AFP. "This is the fast time that a Muslim judge has been appoint- 
ed to the Supreme Court" Goralli said. Zoabi. a resident of the 
Arab city of Nazareth in northern Israel, has been serving as 
deputy president of the Nazareth district court and will sit on the 
supreme court bench for nine months. 


Leaning Tower of Pisa leaning less 


PISA ( AFP) — The Leaning Tower of Pisa is leaning a little less 
— 1.5 millimetres, to be exact — thanks to intensive efforts to 
prop it up. The head of the committee to safeguard the landmark. 
Michele JamiolkowskL said Tuesday it was hoped another four 
millimetres could be gained before a second phase of excavations 
started to stabilise the tower: “The first excavations, begun a 
month ago, produced positive results. The tilt has dintinished by 
15 millimetres," JamiolkowsJd told reporters. The Leaning 
Tower of Pisa was closed to the public in January 1 990 because 
of security concerns. Experts decided to sink 12 14-metre-!ong 
supports around the base of the tower, which they surrounded 
with a network of metal braces and steel cables to stabDise the 
structure while they excavated earth from around it. 


Taleban give forcible haircuts to youth 


KABUL (AFP) — Taleban soldiers here Tuesday faced some 
two dozen youths to get a haircut, while the religious police beat 
women For showing their ankles, witnesses said The soldiers 
herded 25 young men into a centre near the ministry of justice 
where barbers went to work on their heads, they said “They took 
me inside and gave me a haircut without any explanation." 
Ahmad Juwid told AFP. Rubbing his freshly mowed head Jawid 
said each was mode to pay 3,000 afghanis (around eight cents) to 
barbers employed by the centre. Cobblers at a nearby pavement 
said the haircut operation had been going on for several days now 
and people avoided passing through the area 


Nobel laureates on mission to Iraq 


BAGHDAD f AFP) — Two Nobel Peace Prize laureates, 
Mairead Corrigan Maguire of Northern Ireland and Argentina’s 
Adolfo Perez EsquiveL are to visit Iraq on an anti-sanctions mis- 
sion. a US. peace group said Tuesday. Fellowship for 
Reconciliation said the laureates were part of a FOR delegation 
which is to start its visit on Friday travelling to Baghdad overland 
from Amman. The delegation is to deliver 1 .000 "covenants of 
peace” signed by North American religious and secular commu- 
nities, “apologising for the way the United Stales has treated the 
Iraqi people," the FOR said in a statement. 


Palestinian -owned land and an 
increased rate of demolition of 
Palestinian houses. Farmers in 
some areas were prevented by 
Israeli authorities from har- 
vesting their crops. Qosures 
and curfews restricted move- 
ment and jobs. 

On the other hand, the UN. 
investigator said that the num- 
ber of administrative detainees 
held by Israel had ““declined 
considerably" in the year and 
stood at fewer than 100 peo- 
ple. 

He added: "Administrative 
detentions by the Palestinian 
Authority continue to be wor- 
rying. Reportedly there was a 
sharp increase in detentions 
during the last months of 1998. 
Many cases were related to 
individuals exercising their 
right to freedom of expres- 
sion.” 

On torture by Israel’s gener- 
al security service, Halinen 
said he was informed about 
“an interrogation method 
which consisted of cutting off 
a detainee’s blood circulation 
by placing him in extremely 
tight handcuffs; the resulting 
strong pressure on the upper 
arm causes the person to lose 
consciousness in approximate- 
ly three minutes." 


Mideast 
countries 
must work 
together or 
face water 
shortage 
— study 


RAMALLAH (AP.) — Israel. 
Jordan and the Palestinians 
must work together to ensure 


an adequate water supply or 
future generations will face a 
shortage, said a study present- 
ed Tuesday. 

The study is the result of a 
five-year collaboration of sci- 
entists from the Palestinian 
National Authority, Israel 
Jordan and the U.S. National 
Academy of Science. 

It focused on the West Bank, 
Gaza Snip. Jordan and Israel 
— a region where approxi- 
mately 12 million people live. 

“Freshwater supplies in the 
Middle East now are barely 
sufficient to maintain a quality 
standard of living,” said 
Gilbert White, chair of the 
study committee and professor 
of geography at the University 
of Colorado. 

Committee members told a 
news conference Tuesday that 
the demand for water would 
increase considerably because 
of economic development and 
population growth. 

“Precautions must be taken, 
very soon." said Uriel Safriel 
director of Blaustein Institute 
for Desert Research at Israel’s 
Ben Gurion University. 

Access to water sources is to 
be one of the issues in talks' 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians chi a final peace 
agreements. Large water 
aquifers sit under the West 
Bank, which is claimed by the 
Palestinians as part of a future 
state, but for now remains 
largely under Israel control. 

‘The study recognises the 
critical need for water use in 
the area to be economically 
feasible and fair,” said Ayraan 
Rabi from the Palestinian 
Hydrology Group. 

The study showed (hat water 
consumption in Israel is more 
than three times higher than in 
the Palestinian areas. 










A DIFFERENT KIND OF RIDE: English Formula One driver Johnny Herbert swaps bis Stewart FI car Tuesday 
for a backseat ride in a Royal Australian Air Force precision flying Roulette team plane over Melbourne, 
Australia. Herbert along with the rest of the Formula Chie drivers and teams, have arrived in Melbourne ahead 
of the first race of the year, set for Sunday, March 7 (AP photo) 


‘U.S. used UNSCOM to spy on Iraqi army’ 


Arabs, 
Europeans 
ask Arafat 


to delay 

statehood 

declaration 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Egypt and Jordan 
have asked Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to 
delay a planned declaration 
of statehood on May 4, a 
senior Palestinian official 
said Tuesday. 

The two Arab countries 
have joined Europe and the 
United States in calling on 
Arafat to delay declaring 
statehood at the end of the 
negotiating period outlines 
in “the 1993 Oslo agree- 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States used a 
U.N. electronic surveillance 
system in Iraq to spy on the 
Iraqi military for almost 
three years, the Washington 
Post said Tuesday citing 
unidentified U.S. govern- 
ment officials. 

From March 1996. U.S. 
intelligence services used 
UNSCOM's remote moni- 


toring system to intercept a 
high volume of ordinary 
Iraqi military communica- 
tions without the knowl- 
edge of the UJ9. agency, the 
daily said. 

The report contradicts 
statements by U.S. officials 
that U.S. spying activity 
was done in support of the 
U.N. Special Committee’s 
(UNSCOM) mission to 
monitor Iraq’s disarmament 
efforts. 

The Post's report also 


lends support to former 
UNSCOM inspector Scott 
Ritter, who in an upcoming 
book reviewed a week ago 
by the New York Times, 
said that the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
had placed spies among the 
UNSCOM team since 1 992. 

State Department 

spokesman James Foley 
dismis sed Ritter’s claims 
last week as "unfathomable 
except as elements which 
can only serve [Iraqi 
President] Saddam 

Hussein's propaganda 
regime." 

Iraq had been accusing 
UNSCOM of being infil- 
trated with U.S. spies. The 
U.N. inspection team has 
been barred from continu- 
ing its work in Iraq since 
late last year and its future 
is under debate in the 
United Nations. 


LT.S. government officials 
told the Washington Post 
that they considered the risk 
of discrediting UNSCOM 
by infiltrating it for their 
own eavesdropping. 

But, they concluded, the 
stakes were so high in the 
conflict with Iraq and the 
probability of discovery so 
iow, that the risks were 
worth running. 

The officials said the U.S. 
technicians who installed 
and maintained 

UNSCOM’s remote-moni- 
toring system were intelli- 
gence operatives and die 
repeater stations the opera- 
tives built had a coven 
capability. 

The system, pioneered in 
May 1993, consisted of 
repeater stations used to 
monitor more than 300 
arms installations and 
research facilities in Iraq. 


When it was upgraded in 
March 1 996, antennas were 
hidden in the station’s struc- 
tures capable of intercept- 
ing microwave transmis- 
sions linking Iraqi comman- 
ders to infantry and 
armoured forces in the field. 

Such communications, 
which are difficult to inter- 
cept by aircraft or satellite, 
were of considerable value 
to U.S. military planners, 
but generally unrelated to 
UNSCOM’s mandate, the 
daily said. 

The principal designer of 
the new system was a mili- 
tary intelligence operative 
whose secretive “mainte- 
nance” missions in Iraq 
caused friction with then 
UNSCOM director of oper- 
ations, U.S. air force 
Colonel James Moore, who 
eventually was recalled by 
Washington, the Post said. 


ment. 

Planning Minister Nabil 
Shaath said the Arab and 
European position is that a 
declaration on May 4 
would prejudge the Israeli 
election on May 17. 

Hard-line Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
already used Arafat's May 
4 threat as a campaign 
issue, in an apparent bid to 
rally voters opposed to fur- 
ther compromise with the 
Palestinians behind his can- 
didacy. 

Egypt and Jordan “cite 
tactical reasons that May 4 
is a date that no longer 
serves the interest of the 
Palestinians and a delay of 
a few months does.” Shaath 
told reporters. 

Shaath said the Arabs and 
European believe if the 
Palestinians delay they 
would be able to say they 
have given Israel a chance 
to implement last October's 
U.S.-brokered land-for- 
security Wye River agree- 
ment and make up for time 
wasted. 

“Any delay will have to 
come with guarantees.” 
said Shaath. 


Qadhafi says Lockerbie deal near despite ultimatum 


BENGHAZI (AFP) — 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi said Tuesday that 
a settlement of the 
Lockerbie bombing affair 
was still near despite last 
week’s ultimatum from 
Britain and the United 
States. 

The ultimatum had near- 
ly dashed all chances of a 
compromise being 

reached, but swift interven- 
tion by Saudi and South 
African mediators had put 
the deal back on track, the 
Libyan leader said. 

“We reached a compro- 
mise which saves face on 
all sides thanks to the 
efforts of [South African 
President Nelson] Mandela 
and Saudi Arabia as well as 


the contribution of [U.N. 
Chief Kofi] Annan," 
Qadhafi said. 

“The U.S.-Britisb ultima- 
tum came close to sabotag- 
ing the compromise and 
would have done so if 
Mandela and Saudi Arabia 
had not intervened to ask 
Libya not to complicate the 
situation," he said. 

The United States and 
Britain on Friday set a 
month-long deadline for 
Libya to surrender two sus- 
pects wanted for the 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am air- 
liner over Lockerbie. 
Scotland, which killed 270 
people. 

The following day Libya 
said it could not accept a 
time limit for handing over 


its two nationals for trial, 
saying it had to have guar- 
antees of a “fair trial" first. 

Qadhafi paid tribute to 
the role of South African 
and Saudi envoys in help- 
ing to broker a settlement 
of the crisis. 

A Saudi envoy had 
arrived in Libya on 
Tuesday morning to “ask 
me not to complicate the 
situation and to assure me 
that everything is happen- 
ing for the best," he said. 

“Personally, I have confi- 
dence in the word of 
Mandela which in my view 
is stronger than a Security 
Council resolution,” he 
said. 

He said he had also 
received a “letter of guar- 


antees" about the trial of 
the two Libyans from 
Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz. 

Mandela and his senior 
aide, Jakes Gerwel, and the 
Saudi Arabian ambassador 
to Washington, Prince 
Bandar Ben Sultan, last 
month succeeded in per- 
suading Qadhafi to accept 
a compromise in the 10- 
year-old Lockerbie case. 

Under the compromise, 
two Libyans suspected of 
involvement in the bomb- 
ing will be tried in a court 
in the Netherlands under 
Scottish law and will, if 
found guilty, serve their 
sentences in Scotland 
under U.N. supervision. 

Annan wrote to Qadhafi 


last week providing final 
clarifications sought by 
Tripoli, which still wants 
guarantees about the lifting 
of U.N. sanctions once the 
two are handed over to the 
Netherlands for trial. 

“We are waiting for a 
comprehensive settlement 
and we hope to reach a 
solution to this affair." said 
Qadhafi. calling on the 
Libyan people to “trust the 
word of Mandela and the 
Saudis and their credibili- 
ty-” 

The LIN. Security 
Council has promised to 
suspend an air and arms 
embargo, in force since 
1992. once the two 
Libyans are handed over 
for trial. 


Khatami supporters sweep municipal polls in Iran 


TEHRAN (AP) — 
Moderate candidates were 
leading in all 15 seats in 
Tehran and appear to have 
routed hardliners in most 
other races nationwide in 
Iran’s first municipal elec- 
tions, according to partial 
results published Tuesday. 

The outcome of Friday's 
polls is an endorsement of 
the liberal President 
Mohammad Khatami’s 
efforts to ease the social, 
cultural and political restric- 
tions imposed by the hard- 
liners in Iran’s clerical gov- 
ernment. 

Jamileh Kadivar, the top 
female vote-getter in 
Tehran, said she expects the 
power struggle between the 
moderates and the conserv- 
atives to intensify before 


parliament elections sched- 
uled for early next year. 

“These council elections 
show the political align- 
ments in Iran. Both sides 
fielded their biggest players 
in these elections in order to 
gauge the mood for the 
majtis [parliament] elec- 
tions,” Kadivar said in an 
interview. 

Kadivar, a former 
Khatami adviser running for 
a seat in Tehran, garnered 
46,000 votes for the third 
position. 

With most of the votes 
counted, Khatami’s support- 
ers were leading in ail the 
15 seats in the Tehran 
municipal council, accord- 
ing to partial results 
released by the interior min- 
istry. 


It said moderates and 
independents were also 
leading in many villages, 
towns and cities, where 
about 330,000 candidates 
ran for some 200,000 seats. 

The final count is expect- 
ed by Friday. 

Women were the front- 
runners in at least 20 cities 
and nearly all of them are 
supporters of Khatami who 
has encouraged women to 
play a bigger role in politics. 

‘‘Iranian society appears to 
want to give women the 
chance to prove themselves. 
Men have not done so well, 
and so people think ‘let’s 
give the women a chance’." 
Kadivar said. 

“Khatami has stressed that 
one should look beyond 
gender. His emphasis is not 


whether one is a man or 
woman, but on capabilities 
and potentials,’’ she said. 

Since he took office last 
August — with an over- 
whelming support of 
women voters — Khatami 
has fought an uphill battle 
with die hardliners to ease 
the strict laws in place since 
the 1979 Islamic revolution 
deposed the pro-Western 
shah’s rule. 

With the stakes so high, 
the hardliners put up a bit- 
ter fight in the municipal 
elections. 

On the eve of the polls, a 
hard-line dominated elec- 
toral supervision board dis- 
qualified about 50 candi- 
dates. mostly moderates, 
including Kadivar. But 
Khatami ruled the disquali- 


fications illegal and 
instructed the interior min- 
istry. which ran the elec- 
tions. to let the candidates A 
contest. w 

On Monday, the chairman 
of the board said he would 
challenge the election 
results. 

"We will definitely nullify 
the votes of those candi- 
dates who were disqualified 
by us ahead of the polls and 
were illegally allowed to 
run by the interior ministry,’" 
said Mohsen Yahyavi, the 
head of the board. 

It w r as not clear whether 
die electoral supervision 
board or the interior min- 
istry would prevail in the 
dispute. Both organisations 
claim to have the right to a 
supervise the polls. w ' 
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Hizbollah guerrillas to continue attacks against top Israelis 
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TYRE (AFP) — The Lebanese 
Shiite Muslim Hizbollah pledged 
Tuesday to pursue guerrilla 
attacks to kill top Israeli leaders 
and army officers in occupied 
parts of southern Lebanon. 

“We are determined to continue 
targeting Zionist leaders and offi- 
cers with ambushes and bombings 
as long as they are on our land, 
after we had been hunting down 
their Mirkava tanks and assaulting 


their positions." said Sheikh Nabil 
Qawook, Hizbollah official in 
southern Lebanon. 

‘The resistance is totally pre- 
pared and completely ready for 
any confrontation and we will not 
allow the Israeli military leader- 
ship to catch its breath and regain 
its forces," Qawook said. 

Qawook was speaking during a 
funeral attended by more than 
2,000 Hizbollah followers at the 


village of Tair Dibbah. near the 
southern port city of Tyre, for one 
of two guerrillas killed Sunday in 
clashes with Israeli forces. 

Hussein Abdullah Mughniyeh 
was slain during a day of harsh 
Israeli reprisals after Sunday’s 
killing of four Israelis, including 
the Jewish state's top general in 
the buffer zone it occupies in 
southern Lebanon. 

. Hizbollah’s second “manvr.” 


Adnan Mohammad Hassan will 
tetoned Wednesday in his native 
v,Uage of Bisariyeh, near the town 

£btmon batlyeh ln SOUlhem 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu announced 
Monday a “new policy" of harsh- 
er reprisals after the deaths of 
! Srae,ls « in k^anon in less 

£S* t, WCek . in anacks bv 

Hizbollah guerrillas, ’ 


Also Monday. Hizbollah Deputy 
Secretary General Sheikh Naim 
jassem said “nothing will prevent 
us from pursuing our operations, 
which are a legitimate right." 

— **** , feting the Israeli 
rmy and its collaborators in the 
hu CU fK ied * ZOne were legitimised 
unrfA 1996" agreement 

«.nufh w t lc S com batams in 
ern Lebanon pledged only to 
*pare civilians, he said. 1 
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